
   

 

MORNING PRAISE  
PERSHORE ABBEY  

Sunday, 23 November 2025 
CHRIST THE KING 

SERVICE SHEET, BULLETIN & DIARY 

Welcome and Introduction 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father  
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
and also with you.  

 

Almighty God,  
to whom all hearts are open,  
all desires known,  
and from whom no secrets are hidden:  
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  
that we may perfectly love you,  
and worthily magnify your holy name;  
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 

Hymn 486                                   Christ is the King                              VULPIUS   
                                                                                                 

1  Christ is the King! O friends rejoice; 
 brothers and sisters, with one voice 
 tell all the world he is your choice. 
  Alleluia. 

The 1030 Service from the Abbey will be livestreamed and available to view on our 
YouTube channel. Visit ww.youtube.com and search for Pershore Abbey Community  

Please use this sheet in conjunction with the service booklet provided. Please take 
this sheet home with you and recycle when you have finished with it. If you have any 

queries or concerns please do speak to a sidesperson or churchwarden. 

2  O magnify the Lord, and raise 
 anthems of joy and holy praise 
 for Christ's brave saints of ancient days. 
  Alleluia. 

 

3  They with a faith for ever new 
 followed the King, and round him drew 
 thousands of faithful hearts and true. 
  Alleluia.  

4  O Christian women, Christian men, 
 all the world over, seek again 
 the Way disciples followed then. 
  Alleluia. 

 

5  So shall God's will on earth be done, 
 new lamps be lit, new tasks begun, 
 and the whole church at last be one. 
  Alleluia.  

[George Kennedy Allen Bell (1883-1958)] 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0-SUWS6Ic3uobX4YBKqSVw/videos
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Please sit for the Prayers of Penitence 

 

Jesus says, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand. ’ So let us turn away from 
sin and turn to Christ, confessing our sins in penitence and faith.  

We confess our sin, and the sins of our society, in the misuse of God's creation. God our 
Father, we are sorry for the times when we have used your gifts carelessly and acted 
ungratefully. 

 

Hear our prayer, and in your mercy: 
forgive us and help us. 

 

We enjoy the fruits of the harvest, but sometimes forget that you have given them to us. 
Father, in your mercy: 
forgive us and help us. 

 

We belong to a people who are full and satisfied but ignore the cry of the hungry. 
Father, in your mercy: 
forgive us and help us. 

We are thoughtless, and do not care enough for the world you have made. 
Father, in your mercy: 
forgive us and help us. 

 

We store up goods for ourselves alone, as if there were no God and no heaven. 
Father, in your mercy: 
forgive us and help us. 

 

May almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon us, pardon and 
deliver us from all our sins, confirm and strengthen us in all goodness, and keep us in life 
eternal, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Collect for the day 

God the Father, help us to hear the call of Christ the King and to follow in his service, 
whose kingdom has no end; for he reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, one 
glory. Amen. 

 

Remain seated for the Reading  

 

Reading - Colossians 1.11-20 
May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, and 
may you be prepared to endure everything with patience, while joyfully giving thanks to 
the Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. He 
has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his 
beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.  
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in him all things in 
heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or 
dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and for 
him. He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. He is the head of 
the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might 
come to have first place in everything. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to 
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[Jarrod Cooper (b.1970)] 

dwell, and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on 
earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross.  

For the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Hymn 700                                     King of Kings, Majesty 

The Gospel               Luke 23.33-43 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the 
criminals, one on his right and one on his left. Then Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive them; for 
they do not know what they are doing.’ And they cast lots to divide his clothing. And the 
people stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, ‘He saved others; let 
him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!’ The soldiers also mocked 
him, coming up and offering him sour wine, and saying, ‘If you are the King of the Jews, 
save yourself!’ There was also an inscription over him, ‘This is the King of the Jews.’ 
One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, ‘Are you not 
the Messiah? Save yourself and us!’ But the other rebuked him, saying, ‘Do you not fear 
God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? And we indeed have 
been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man 
has done nothing wrong.’ Then he said, ‘Jesus, remember me when you come into your 
kingdom.’ He replied, ‘Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.’ 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

Reflection 
Please stand for our Affirmation of Faith 

We say together: 

We believe in God the Father,  
from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named. 

We believe in God the Son, 
who lives in our hearts through faith, and fills us with his love. 

1. King of Kings, majesty, 
    God of heaven living in me. 
    Gentle Saviour, closest Friend, 
    Strong Deliverer, Beginning and End, 
    All within me falls at your throne. 

 

        Your majesty, I can but bow; 
         I lay my all before you now. 
         In royal robes I don’t deserve, 
         I live to serve your majesty. 
 

2. Earth and Heaven worship you, 
     Love eternal, faithful and true, 
     Who bought the nations, ransomed souls, 
     Brought this sinner near to your throne; 
     All within me cries out in praise. 

 

         Your majesty, I can but bow; 
         I lay my all before you now. 
         In royal robes I don’t deserve, 
        I live to serve your majesty. 
        I live to serve your majesty. 
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We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
who strengthens us with power from on high. 

We believe in one God; 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

The Peace 

To crown all things there must be love, to bind all together and complete the whole.  Let 
the peace of Christ rule in our hearts. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 
and also with you. 

 

Please sit or kneel as we offer God our Prayers and Thanks. At the end of each prayer  
when you hear ‘God of love’ please respond ‘hear our prayer’.  

We end by saying together The Lord’s Prayer: 

 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins,  
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom,  
the power and the glory are yours, 
now and forever.  Amen. 

Hymn during which the collection will be taken: 

Hymn 728                  Meekness and Majesty 

 

1. Meekness and majesty, 
manhood and deity, 
in perfect harmony 
  the Man who is God: 
Lord of eternity  
dwells in humanity, 
kneels in humility  
   and washes our feet. 
 

Oh, what a mystery, 
meekness and majesty. 
Bow down and worship, 
for this is your God, 
this is your God. 

Cont’d 
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Graham Kendrick (b.1950)] 
© 1986, Administered by worshiptogcther.com Songs exd. UK & Europe, 

administered by Kingswaysongs, a division of David C Cook. Used by permission  

If you need any help in accessing any of the online features mentioned in 
the service sheet or bulletin, please do not hesitate to contact the office or 
Canon Claire Lording for support. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Thanksgiving and Blessing 

Christ our exalted King make you faithful and strong to do his will, that that you may reign 
with him in glory. Amen. 

Stir up, O Lord, the wills of your faithful people; that they, plenteously bringing forth 
the fruit of good works, may by you be plenteously rewarded; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

Eternal God, our beginning and our end, accompany us in this day's journey. Dawn on our 
darkness, open our eyes to praise you for your creation and to see the work you set 
before us today. Take us and use us to bring to others the new life you give in Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,  
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all, evermore. Amen. 

Go in the joy and peace of Christ. 
Thanks be to God.  

Organ Voluntary:  Crown Imperial—Sir William Walton 
The congregation are invited to remain seated and listen to the voluntary 

2. Father’s pure radiance, 
     perfect in innocence, 
     yet learns obedience 
        to death on a cross. 
     Suffering to give us life, 
     conquering through sacrifice, 
    and as they crucify 
       prays: ‘Father, forgive’. 

 3. Wisdom unsearchable, 
     God the invisible, 
     Love indestructible 
        in frailty appears. 
     Lord of infinity, 
     stooping so tenderly, 
     lifts our humanity 
        to the heights of his throne. 

Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, material from which is included in this service is 
copyright: © The Archbishops’ Council 2000.   New Patterns for Worship, material from which is included in this       

service is copyright: © The Archbishops’ Council 2002      CCLI Licence Number 46441 

THE LATE COLIN REEVES: We were all very saddened to hear of Colin's death. He was 
always such a bundle of enthusiasm and energy when he lived in Pershore and came to 
the Abbey. He was a faithful PCC member and brilliant editor of the Abbey Link. He had 
so many ideas that encouraged us all to think big! He will be missed by everyone who 
had the privilege of knowing him. There will be a memorial service for Colin at Holy 
Trinity Church, Eckington on Friday 5 December at 1030. Parking will available at 
Eckington Recreation Centre, Pershore Road WR10 3DD. At the family’s request they 
would prefer people not to wear black. Donations will be for Through the Roof, which 
Colin always supported. Please remember Stella and all the family in your prayers. Claire   
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As a Kingdom People we are churches that seek to:  
• Worship God • Welcome All • Reach out to the World 

Vicar: The Revd Canon Claire Lording 
Email:  vicar@pershoreabbey.org.uk 

Assistant Curate: The Revd Jayne Parker 
Email: curate@pershoreabbey.org.uk 

Abbey Wardens: Mrs Sam Andrews 07443904635 Mr Martin Fowler (01386) 552243 

The Benefice Office of Pershore with Pinvin, Wick & Birlingham 
Alveston House, 11, Broad Street, Pershore, WR10 1BB (01386) 552071 

BENEFICE OFFICE OPENING HOURS 
TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY 1100 - 1200 ONLY  (excluding Bank Holidays) 

The office staff will also be available to answer enquiries by phone or email on 
weekday mornings from 0930 –1300 

Please email your enquiry to office@pershoreabbey.org.uk or leave a message on 
 01386 552071 and they will get back to you as soon as they can. 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO LIVE IN THE MIDST OF CONFLICT TODAY, PRAYING 
ESPECIALLY FOR ALL PEOPLES OF THE HOLY LAND AND UKRAINE. WE PRAY FOR  
LASTING PEACE. 

We pray for those whose weddings, blessings and baptisms are taking place and for all 
those who are making new plans to celebrate these special life events. 
We pray for all those welcoming new life into their families.  
We pray for those in need. 
We pray for those who have died and for their families and friends.   
We pray for those whose anniversary of death occurs in the coming week. 

 PERSHORE ABBEY & BENEFICE BULLETIN & DIARY  
23 NOVEMBER 2025 

NEW FOUNDATION GOVERNORS NEEDED: Pinvin C of E Academy needs to 
appoint two new Foundation Governors to support the work of the Local 
Academy Board as it fulfils the vision and aims of our Church School. Chris 
Terry and Ruth Smith have been fantastic foundation governors for several 
years but have recently stepped back so we need to find their replacements. 
If you’d like to know more about what being a foundation governor means 
or would like to volunteer please get in touch. Claire  
DIOCESE PRAYER DIARIES: Please collect your prayer diaries from the back of the Abbey. 

CAROL SINGING: Last year Pershore organised an evening of Carol Singing around 
Heathlands and some of our sheltered accommodations and they are planning to do the 
same again this year on Wednesday 10 December. If you'd like to join this lovely 
venture please click on the link. Numbers are strictly restricted at each venue, so Lydia 

 
PERSHORE BENEFICE BULLETIN NOTICES 

mailto:office@pershoreabbey.org.uk
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 PLEASE SEE OUR MONTHLY BULLETIN FOR MORE NOTICES 

Martin, who is coordinating the event, is asking people to sign up via the link so she 
knows who is coming. Carol Singing (10-Dec-2025) · ChurchSuite Events  
RIVER TOURS: Book your FREE place at a Story Sharing Workshop at 1400 on 
Wednesday 3 December at Pershore Riverside Centre. For more information about this 
exciting event, click here. 
CHRISTMAS TREE DONATIONS: If you would like to make a donation towards the cost of 
the Abbey Christmas trees, there will be a box at the back of the Abbey labelled 
‘Christmas Trees’ on Christmas Tree Sunday (Advent Sunday) on 30 November. 

The Abbey PCC met on Tuesday 11 November.  
We also discussed: 
• Sam Andrews reported on the very successful “God and the Big Bang” event held in      

September. Over 120 pupils from 4 local primary schools spent the day finding out 
how faith and science can work together. Our thanks to Pershore Rotary for helping 
to fund transport costs. 

• Children enjoyed taking part in the iSing Pop workshop held at Abbey Park Primary. 
An encouraging outcome was that 4 new families attended the October Café Church. 

• The Wardens had attended a Diocesan conference focused on reaching out to 
residents of the many new housing developments. 

• The Dementia Friendly Church Group had completed the toolkit audit and would 
now prioritise actions to be taken. Our work will link with the project to make 
Pershore a Dementia Friendly Town. During Dementia Awareness Week 2026, and as 
part of the Elgar Festival, arrangements have been made for a string quartet from the 
English Symphony Orchestra to perform a “relaxed” afternoon concert on 21 May at 
the Abbey. Those living with dementia and their carers will be invited to this free 
concert. 

• New carpet tiles will be fitted to the raised area (former chancel) in the main hall of 
St Andrew’s Centre (date in December to be confirmed). 

• An unannounced hygiene inspection of the Lunch Club resulted in high praise for the 
standard of cleanliness of the kitchen – well done, Julie! 

• There is a busy schedule of services and activities during Advent and Christmas with 
details available in the Bulletins and on the website. We look forward to welcoming 
you. 

• An area on the pulpit side of the Abbey has been cordoned off, including part of the 
north aisle and the St John Chapel. Following the drought this summer, there has 
been further movement of the stone structure in that corner of the Abbey, affecting 
one of the buttresses. Urgent repair is soon underway and long term there will be 
strengthening of the north east stonework by more underpinning. For now, we must 
keep away from the area and stay safe. Be assured, the rest of the Abbey 
remains strong! 

 ABBEY PCC MEETING NOTES 

https://pershorecc.churchsuite.com/events/nfsfa7op
https://www.pershoreabbey.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/River-Tours-The-Avon.pdf
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Canon Claire’s usual day off is Friday. Claire will not be available for commitments on this day. 

ABBEY & BENEFICE DIARY 

Monday 24 November 
09:30 Yoga Class (St Andrew’s Upper) 
09:45 Inkberrow School Visit  (Pershore Abbey) 
10:00 U3A Ukelele Group (St Andrew’s Main) 
10:30 Bells - Friends of Madelaine Quarter 
           Peal (St Andrew’s) 
13:15 Art & Craft for Wellbeing (St Andrew’s Main) 
18:30 Bell Ringing (St Andrew’s) 
19:00 Art & Craft for Wellbeing (St Andrew’s Upper) 
19:00 Pershore Community Choir  
           (St Andrew’s Main) 
19:30 Bell Ringing (St Andrew’s) 

 

Tuesday 25 November 
09:15 CTiP Foodbank Steering Group 
            (St Andrew’s Main) 
11:00 CTiP Foodbank (St Andrew’s Main) 
14:30 Mothers’ Union (St Andrew’s Main) 
19:15 Benefice Churchwardens’ Meeting (Zoom) 

 

Wednesday 26 November 
10:00 Midweek Holy Communion (Pershore Abbey) 
12:00 Organ Practice (Pershore Abbey) 
14:00 Bring Your Own Craft & Chat  
                (St Andrew’s Main) 
14:15 Pershore U3A Bridge Group 
           (St Andrew’s Upper) 
15:45 V&W (Vicar’s Vestry) 
19:30 Pershore U3A Quiz (St Andrew’s Main) 
19:15 Abbey Eco Church (St Andrew’s Upper) 

 

 
 
 

Thursday 27 November 
09:45 i-Sing Choir (St Andrew’s Main) 
10:30 Funeral of the late Helen Richards   
           (Westall Park) 
14:00 Abbey Dementia Working Group 
                (Pershore Abbey) 
19:00 Winter Lights Concert (Pershore Abbey) 

 

Friday 28 November  
09:30 Babies & Toddlers (St Andrew’s Main) 
12:00 Christmas Tree delivery (Pershore Abbey) 
13:00 Christmas Wreath Display installation          
                  (Pershore Abbey)  
13:00 CTiP Foodbank (St Andrew’s Main) 

 

Saturday 29 November 
09:00 Staging Up (Pershore Abbey) 
10:00 Abbey Christmas Tree Decoration  
           (Pershore Abbey)  
13:30 Concert Use (St Andrew’s Main ) 
19:30 Pershore Choral Concert (Pershore Abbey) 

 

Sunday 30 November Advent Sunday 
08:00 Eucharist (Pershore Abbey) 
09:15 Choir Practice (Pershore Abbey) 
10:30 Benefice Sung Eucharist with  
            LIVESTREAM (Pershore Abbey) 
14:00 Choir Rehearsal (Pershore Abbey) 
15:00 Advent Carol Service (Pershore Abbey) 

www.pershoreabbey.org.uk 

0800 Silent Prayer 0830 Morning Prayer 1700 Evening Prayer 

 PERSHORE ABBEY DAILY OFFICES  

 

Sunday 23 November - Christ the King 
08:00 Eucharist (Pershore Abbey) 
09:15 Choir Practice (Pershore Abbey) 
10:30 Morning Praise with LIVESTREAM  (Pershore Abbey) 
10:30 Parish Communion (St Mary’s, Wick) 
14:30 Service of Holy Baptism (Pershore Abbey) 
17:00 Iona Worship (Pershore Abbey) 

http://www.pershoreabbey.org.uk

