Pershore Abbey Iona Evening Prayers. 23rd November 2025

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION
Theme Forgiveness.
We use this time together to explore in worship and prayer what it is to forgive, what it is to be forgiven.

SONG (we sing this three times over)

God welcomes all, strangers and friends.
God’s love is strong and it never ends

OPENING RESPONSES
Leader: Come to us this night, O God
All: Come to us with light.

A candle is lit

Leader: Speak to us this night, O God
All: Speak to us your truth.

A Bible is placed in the centre

Leader: Dwell with us this night, O God

All: Dwell with us in love

CONFESSION (we say together)
Together in worship, we face what we might not face alone
— that we are greedy, but fail to love our bodies
— that we are selfish, but fail to love ourselves
— that we are lazy, but fail to work for peace
— that we are human, but fail to love the earth
these we share in silence as we remember
our own faults and failings ...
Silence
God of the turning tide
change us so that the energy of your forgiveness
flows into bold and joyful action
into a humility which is not defeatism

into the strength and confidence to be vulnerable. Amen

© David Coleman



READING FROM LUKE 15
THE PARABLE OF THE PRODIGAL

There was a man who had two sons. The younger one said to his father, "Father, let me have the share of
the estate that will come to me.” So the father divided the property between them. A few days later, the
younger son got together everything he had and left for a distant country where he squandered his money
on a life of debauchery. When he had spent it all that country experienced a severe famine, and now he
began to feel the pinch; so he hired himself out to one of the local inhabitants who put him on his farm to
feed the pigs. And he would willingly have filled himself with the husks the pigs were eating but no one
would let him have them. Then he came to his senses and said, "How many of my father's hired men have
all the food they want and more, and here am I dying of hunger! I will leave this place and go to my father
and say: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you; I no longer deserve to be called your son;

treat me as one of your hired men.”

So he left the place and went back to his father. While he was still a long way off, his father saw him and
was moved with pity. He ran to the boy, clasped him in his arms and kissed him. Then his son said,
"Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I no longer deserve to becalled your son.” But the
father said to his servants, "Quick! Bring out the best robe and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and
sandals on his feet. Bring the calf we have been fattening, and kill it; we will celebrate by having a feast,

because this son of mine was dead and has come back to life; he was lost and is found."
SONG Forgiveness is your gift © lan Masson Fraser. Tune: Solas an t’saoghail © Alasdair Codona

I Forgiveness is your gift, 2 Your grace goes out to meet

both cleansing and renewing, the sinful and the doubting,

to catch us when we drift, your arms and dancing feet

our base desires pursuing; speak louder than all shouting:

and hug us back to life O God, how great your love

and bring us to a feast which takes us empty in,

where all will celebrate and, with our worth unproved,

the life your love released. lets better life begin.

LISTEN
Extract from a ‘Radical’ podcast (BBC Sounds). Jacob Dunne, age 17, killed a man with a single punch.

After serving a sentence for manslaughter he engaged with the parent’s of his victim, James, through the

Restorative Justice scheme. In this extract James’s mother, Joan, talks about forgiveness........
In another podcast (The Punch, BBC Sounds) Jacob has this to say about forgiveness.

“The clue’s in the word — it’s For Giving, who are you (for)giving to? A lot of the time people re-
sent forgiveness because they think it is giving to someone else .... When actually you are giving yourself

a gift when you are forgiving someone else.... You are no longer stuck in angerness or bitterness ..... and

there’s a freedom that comes with that.”



(Silence followed by sharing our experiences of forgiving and forgiveness)

HYMN (tune: Columba)

1. We do not ask that heaven research 3.For some face death or fear the dark
some fret for what might be;

and some, too ill to name their plight,
still plead to be set free.

the causes of our need;
we yearn to know that when we pray
God listens and takes heed.

) We do not ask to be exempt 4. And some, in body or in mind
6 of 1t . bear scars that mark their past,
rom grict or gurtt or pain; and long that stigmas be removed
we deeply hope that suffering and truth be told at last.

is not endured in vain.

5. Companion us, Lord Jesus Christ,
to witness our distress.
In solidarity and love
forgive restore and bless.  John Bell

PRAYER
God of the spirit of kindness,
in the glory of earth and sea and stars,
in the kaleidoscope of colour and shade and shapeliness,
in the patterns of humour and tenderness and touch,
we celebrate your generosity.
Forgive us when we forget the gift in our every breath,
the care that sustains our every moment,
that grace that can transform our every day.
Set us free from the prison of grudging hearts,
mean desires,
resentful spirits,
give us the courage to act with justice and generosity,

and draw us into love that does not calculate or keep scores. Amen

© Kathy Galloway

Leader: God of grace, we come with hearts heavy from hurt.
We long to forgive but struggle to let go.

All: Give us courage to face the pain, and strength to choose love.

Leader: We remember the wound, the words, the silence.
We do not pretend it did not matter.

All: But we trust that your mercy is greater than our grief.

Leader: In the shadow of the cross, we see forgiveness lived.
Not easy, not cheap—but real.

All: Teach us to forgive as we are forgiven.
Leader:  May bitterness not take root. May peace find a place to grow.

All: In your healing presence, we begin again. Amen.

Together we say the Lord’s Prayer QOur Father in heaven........
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ENDING

Leader: On our hearts and on our houses,
All: The blessing of God

Leader:  In our coming and our going,
All The peace of God

Leader In our life and our believing,
All: The love of God

Leader: At our end and new beginning,

All: The arms of God to welcome us and bring us home.

THE GRACE
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ
and the love of God

be with us all this night and for always. Amen.

LINKS
Podcasts: ‘Radical with Amol Rajan’. BBC Sounds. 16 October 2025
“The Punch. BBC Sounds. 20-24 July 2020 (five 14 minute episodes)

‘Forgiveness:Stories from the Front Line’. BBC Sounds 3-7 November 2025 (five 14 minute
episodes)

Restorative Justice Council. https://restorativejustice.org.uk

The Forgiveness Project. www.theforgivenessproject.com The Forgiveness Project, founded by Marina
Cantacuzino provides opportunities and resources for people to explore the complexities of forgiveness.

COPYRIGHTS

Pershore Abbey Licence No. 44611. Iona Abbey Worship Book 2001 The Iona Community Glasgow
Known Unknowns. Graham Maule and John Bel. OWGRG c/o lona Community, Glasgow
Prayers for forgiveness from:The Pattern of Our Days Liturgies and resources for worship” .OWGRG

The next Iona Service will be on Sunday January 25th at 5.00pm



