The Abbey Church of the Holy Cross
Pershore

Sunday 13" April 2025

Wholeness and Healing Service

The all-important aim in Christian healing is to allow God’s mysterious and silent presence
within us to become more and more not only a redlity, but the reality in our lives which gives
meaning shape and purpose to everything we do, everything we are.

Welcome and Introduction

We come in this Service to God
In our need, and bringing with us the needs of the world.

We come to you, for you come to us in Jesus
And you know by experience what human life is like.

We come with our faith and with our doubts;
We come with our hopes and with our fears.

We come as we are, because you invite us to come
And you have promised never to turn us away

Hymn (Jesus is Lord)

Jesus is Lord! Creation’s voice proclaims it,
for by his power each tree and flower was planned and made.
Jesus is Lord! The universe declares it,
sun, moon and stars in heaven cry: Jesus is Lord!

Jesus is Lord! Yet from his throne eternal
in flesh he came to die in pain on Calvary’s tree.
Jesus is Lord! From him all life proceeding,
yet gave his life as ransom thus setting us free.

Jesus is Lord! O’er sin the mighty conqueror,
from death he rose and all his foes shall own his name.
Jesus is Lord! God sends his Holy Spirit
to show by works of power that Jesus is Lord.

(David ] Mansell)



Prayer of Penitence:

Our Lord Jesus Christ said: ‘Anyone who comes to me | will never turn away.’
In the presence of God, let us confess our sins.

Silence

Lord Jesus, you came to reconcile us to God and to one another,

Lord have mercy Lord have mercy

Lord Jesus, you heal the wounds of sin and division,
Christ have mercy Christ have mercy

Lord Jesus, you offer us a new beginning,

Lord have mercy Lord have mercy

Silence

God is love, through Jesus our sins are forgiven. Let us live in the power of the Spirit.
Amen

Collect

Heavenly Father, you anointed your Son Jesus Christ with the Holy Spirit and with power to
bring to us all the blessings of your Kingdom. Anoint your Church with the same Holy Spirit,
that we who share in his suffering and victory may bear witness to the gospel of salvation;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, world without end.  Amen

Sit for:

Readings from Scripture

First Reading — Psalm 69:1-20

Save me, O God, for the waters have come up to my neck.

| sink in deep mire, where there is no foothold;

| have come into deep waters, and the flood sweeps over me.

| am weary with my crying; my throat is parched.

My eyes grow dim with waiting for my God.

Do not let those who hope in you be put to shame because of me,

O Lord GOD of hosts;

do not let those who seek you be dishonoured because of me,

O God of Israel.

It is for your sake that | have borne reproach, that shame has covered my face.
| have become a stranger to my kindred, an alien to my mother’s children.
But as for me, my prayer is to you, O LORD.

At an acceptable time, O God,

in the abundance of your steadfast love, answer me.



With your faithful help rescue me from sinking in the mire;

let me be delivered from my enemies and from the deep waters.
Do not let the flood sweep over me, or the deep swallow me up,
or the Pit close its mouth over me.

Answer me, O LORD, for your steadfast love is good;

according to your abundant mercy, turn to me.

Do not hide your face from your servant, for | am in distress—
make haste to answer me. Draw near to me, redeem me,

set me free because of my enemies.

For the word of the Lord Thanks be to God

Second Reading — Luke 20:9-19

He began to tell the people this parable: ‘A man planted a vineyard, and leased it to
tenants, and went to another country for a long time. When the season came, he
sent a slave to the tenants in order that they might give him his share of the produce
of the vineyard; but the tenants beat him and sent him away empty-handed. Next he
sent another slave; that one also they beat and insulted and sent away empty-
handed. And he sent yet a third; this one also they wounded and threw out. Then the
owner of the vineyard said, “What shall | do? | will send my beloved son; perhaps
they will respect him.” But when the tenants saw him, they discussed it among
themselves and said, “This is the heir; let us kill him so that the inheritance may be
ours.” So they threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. What then will the
owner of the vineyard do to them? He will come and destroy those tenants and give
the vineyard to others.” When they heard this, they said, ‘Heaven forbid!’ But he
looked at them and said, ‘VWhat then does this text mean:
“The stone that the builders rejected

has become the cornerstone™?
Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on
whom it falls.” When the scribes and chief priests realized that he had told this
parable against them, they wanted to lay hands on him at that very hour, but they
feared the people.

For the word of the Lord Thanks be to God



Hym n (tune: Sagina)

And can it be that | should gain
an interest in the Saviour’s blood?
Died he for me, who caused his pain?
For me, who him to death pursued?
Amazing love! How can it be
that thou my God shouldst die for me!?
Amazing love! how can it be
that thou my God shouldst die for me?

Tis mystery all! Immortal dies:
who can explore his strange design?
In vain the first-born seraph tries
to sound the depths of love divine!
Tis mercy all! Let earth adore,
let angel minds inquire no more.
Tis mercy all! Let earth adore,
let angel minds inquire no more.

He left his Father’s throne above,
so free, so infinite his grace;
emptied himself of all but love,
and bled for Adam’s helpless race;
Tis mercy all, immense and free,
for O, my God, it found out me.
Tis mercy all, immense and free,
for O, my God, it found out me.

No condemnation now | dread;
Jesus, and all in him, is mine!
Alive in him, my living head
and clothed in righteousness divine,
bold | approach the eternal throne
and claim the crown through Christ my own.
Bold | approach the eternal throne
and claim the crown through Christ my own.

(Thomas Campbell 1824-1876)

Reflection



Litany of Healing

To strengthen our faith and hope we now share any experiences when earlier prayers have
been answered or offer our own prayers of thanksgiving in silence.....

Loving God, we give you thanks for health restored and prayers answered
Praise to you, O Christ.

And now we turn to God in prayer for all those ongoing situations — beginning today with a
prayer for the peoples of Ukraine and the Holy Land

‘Lord of all the earth be present with all people at this time of danger, fear and
conflict. Grant that wise and peaceable counsels may prevail and give to them and all
nations who are suffering the freedom they desire and deserve. Amen’

God of compassion and love, we offer you all our suffering and pain. Give us strength
to bear our weakness; healing even when there is no cure; peace in the midst of
turmoil and love to fill the spaces in our lives.

Loving God, we hold in your healing presence those who suffer pain and ill-health,
with their families, friends and those who care for them:
May they know the deep peace of Christ

Loving God, we hold in your healing presence those who suffer in mind and spirit and
all those who care for them:
May they know the deep peace of Christ

Loving God, we hold in your healing presence all the suffering people of the world
and places where people are experiencing division, injustice and violence:
May they know the deep peace of Christ

Loving God, we hold in your healing presence those struggling to overcome abuse or
addiction, those supporting and working with them, and all whose suffering has
distanced them from those they love:

May they know the deep peace of Christ

Loving God, we hold in your healing presence those facing bereavement. We also
pray for those who have died:
May they know the deep peace of Christ

Loving God, we hold in your healing presence and peace those for whom we have
been asked to pray privately and whose prayers have been placed on the altar during
this service:



Lord, you know the needs of each one of us, our strengths and our weaknesses, our
hopes and disappointments. We commend to your loving care those for whom we
have been asked to pray. Guard them as the apple of your eye, hide them under the
shadow of your wings, show them your merciful love — in health or in sickness, in life
or in death. We ask this in the name of Jesus.

God of love Hear our prayers, Amen.

We now invite everyone to come forward for healing
prayer and to receive a tealight.

After we have returned to our seats we sing:

Jesus, remember me,
when you come into your kingdom.
Jesus, remember me,

when you come into your kingdom.
(repeat 3 more times)

(Jacques Berthier 1923-1994)

We say together:

The Almighty God, who is a strong tower for all who put their trust in
him, whom all things in heaven and earth and under the earth obey, be
now and evermore our defence. May we believe and trust that the only
name under heaven given for health and salvation is the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ. Amen

Thanksgiving

Together:

For loving the world and knowing our names, thank you, God

For your strength that fills us and your love that heals us, thank you, God
For your presence here with us now and for your hand

that leads us into tomorrow, thank you, God

Come bless us, hold us, wrestle with us, warm us in your embrace,

for we are your people and you are our justice and joy. Amen



Hymn (Henry Smith)

Give thanks with a grateful heart,
give thanks to the Holy One,
give thanks because he’s given Jesus Christ his Son.
And now let the weak say, ‘| am strong/,
Let the poor say, ‘| am rich’,
Because of what the Lord has done for us.

And now let the weak say, ‘| am strong’,
Let the poor say, ‘| am rich’,

Because of what the Lord has done for us.
(repeat)

.....because of what the Lord has done for us — give thanks.

The Blessing

May the blessing of God surround us
May angels and friends share our journey
May we be wise and strong and creative
May we celebrate life and hope

May God’s image grow within us, gently, powerfully, tenderly

May we be cradled in warmth and healing

May we be held in God’s wisdom and love
May the gospel of life sustain us all the days of our journey home.

Let us go into the world in the joy and peace of Christ. Thanks be to God.
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