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Wholeness and Healing Service 
The all-important aim in Christian healing is to allow God’s mysterious and silent presence 

within us to become more and more not only a reality, but the reality in our lives which gives 

meaning shape and purpose to everything we do, everything we are. 

 

Welcome and Introduction 
 

We come in this Service to God 

In our need, and bringing with us the needs of the world. 
 

We come to you, for you come to us in Jesus 

And you know by experience what human life is like. 
 

We come with our faith and with our doubts;  

We come with our hopes and with our fears. 
 

We come as we are, because you invite us to come 

And you have promised never to turn us away 

 
Hymn    (Ar Hyd Y Nos) 

 

Lord, we come to ask your healing, 

teach us of love; 

all unspoken shame revealing, 

teach us of love. 

Take our selfish thoughts and actions, 

petty feuds, divisive factions, 

hear us now to you appealing, 

teach us of love. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Soothe away our pain and sorrow, 

hold us in love; 

grace we cannot buy or borrow, 

hold us in love. 

Though we see both dark and danger, 

though we spurn both friend and stranger, 

though we often dread tomorrow, 

hold us in love. 

 

Help us live for one another, 

bind us in love; 

stranger, neighbour, father, mother – 

bind us in love. 

All are equal at your table, 

through your Spirit make us able 

to embrace as sister, brother, 

bind us in love. 
        (Jean Holloway – b1939) 

 
Prayer of Penitence:  

Our Lord Jesus Christ said: ‘Anyone who comes to me I will never turn away.’ 

In the presence of God, let us confess our sins. 

Silence 
 

Lord Jesus, you came to reconcile us to God and to one another, 

Lord have mercy  Lord have mercy 

Lord Jesus, you heal the wounds of sin and division, 

Christ have mercy Christ have mercy 

Lord Jesus, you offer us a new beginning, 

Lord have mercy  Lord have mercy 

Silence    

 

God is love, through Jesus our sins are forgiven. Let us live in the power of the Spirit. 

Amen 

 

Collect 

Heavenly Father, you anointed your Son Jesus Christ with the Holy Spirit and with power to 

bring to us all the blessings of your Kingdom.  Anoint your Church with the same Holy Spirit, 

that we who share in his suffering and victory may bear witness to the gospel of salvation; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, world without end.  Amen 

 
 
Sit for: 



Readings from Scripture 
 

First Reading – Colossians 3:1-4/8-11 

So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ 

is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on 

things that are on earth, for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in 

God. When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with 

him in glory. But now you must get rid of all such things—anger, wrath, malice, slander, 

and abusive language from your mouth. Do not lie to one another, seeing that you 

have stripped off the old self with its practices and have clothed yourselves with the 

new self, which is being renewed in knowledge according to the image of its 

creator. In that renewal there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and 

uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and free; but Christ is all and in all! 

 

For the word of the Lord Thanks be to God 

 

Second Reading – Matthew 5:17-20 

‘Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not 

to abolish but to fulfil. For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one 

letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is 

accomplished. Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments, 

and teaches others to do the same, will be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but 

whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of 

heaven. For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and 

Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 

For the word of the Lord Thanks be to God 

 

Hymn    (tune: Sally Gardens) 

 
 

Inspired by love and anger, disturbed by endless pain, 

aware of God’s own bias, we ask him once again: 

‘How long must some folk suffer? How long can few folk mind? 

how long dare vain self interest turn prayer and pity blind?’ 
 

From those for ever victims of heartless human greed, 

their cruel plight composes a litany of need: 

‘Where are the fruits of justice? Where are the signs of peace? 

when is the day when pris’ners and dreams find their release?’ 

 

 



To God, who through the prophets proclaimed a diff’rent age, 

we offer earth’s indiff’rence, its agony and rage: 

‘When will the wrong be righted? When will the kingdom come? 

when will the world be gen’rous to all instead of come?’ 
 

God asks: ‘Who will go for me? Who will extend my reach? 

and who, when few will listen, will prophesy and preach? 

and who, when few bid welcome, will offer all they know? 

and who, when few dare follow, will walk the road I show?’ 
 

Amused in someone’s kitchen, asleep in someone’s boat, 

attuned to what the ancients exposed, proclaimed and wrote, 

a Saviour without safety, a tradesman without tools 

has come to tip the balance with fishermen and fools. 
(John Bell & Graham Moule) 

 

 

Reflection 

 

Litany of Healing 
 

To strengthen our faith and hope we now share any experiences when earlier prayers have 

been answered or offer our own prayers of thanksgiving in silence..... 
 

Loving God, we give you thanks for health restored and prayers answered 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

And now we turn to God in prayer for all those ongoing situations – beginning today with a 

prayer for the peoples of Ukraine and the Holy Land 
 

‘Lord of all the earth be present with all people at this time of danger, fear and 

conflict. Grant that wise and peaceable counsels may prevail and give to them and all 

nations who are suffering the freedom they desire and deserve. Amen’ 
 
 

God of compassion and love, we offer you all our suffering and pain. Give us strength 

to bear our weakness; healing even when there is no cure; peace in the midst of 

turmoil and love to fill the spaces in our lives. 
 

Loving God, we hold in your healing presence those who suffer pain and ill-health, 

with their families, friends and those who care for them: 

May they know the deep peace of Christ 
 

Loving God, we hold in your healing presence those who suffer in mind and spirit and 

all those who care for them: 

May they know the deep peace of Christ 
 



Loving God, we hold in your healing presence the suffering people of the world and 

the places where people are experiencing division, injustice and violence: 

May they know the deep peace of Christ 
 

Loving God, we hold in your healing presence those struggling to overcome abuse or 

addiction, those supporting and working with them, and all whose suffering has 

distanced them from those they love: 

May they know the deep peace of Christ 
 

Loving God, we hold in your healing presence those facing bereavement. We also 

pray for those who have died: 

May they know the deep peace of Christ 
 

Loving God, we hold in your healing presence and peace those for whom we have 

been asked to pray privately and whose prayers have been placed on the altar during 

this service: 

 

Lord, you know the needs of each one of us, our strengths and our weaknesses, our 

hopes and disappointments. We commend to your loving care those for whom we 

have been asked to pray. Guard them as the apple of your eye, hide them under the 

shadow of your wings, show them your merciful love – in health or in sickness, in life 

or in death. We ask this in the name of Jesus.  
 

God of love  Hear our prayers, Amen. 

 

We now invite everyone to come forward for healing 

prayer and to receive a tealight. 

 
After we have returned to our seats we sing: 

Hymn 
 

In the Lord I’ll be ever thankful, 

In the Lord I will rejoice! 

Look to God, do not be afraid; 

Lift up your voices: the Lord is near, 

Lift up your voices: the Lord is near. 

(repeat twice more) 
           (Jacques Berthier1923-94) 

 

We say together: 
The Almighty God, who is a strong tower for all who put their trust in 

him, whom all things in heaven and earth and under the earth obey, be 

now and evermore our defence. May we believe and trust that the only 

name under heaven given for health and salvation is the name of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. Amen 



 

Thanksgiving 
Together: 

For loving the world and knowing our names, thank you, God 

For your strength that fills us and your love that heals us, thank you, God 

For your presence here with us now and for your hand  

that leads us into tomorrow, thank you, God 

Come bless us, hold us, wrestle with us, warm us in your embrace,  

for we are your people and you are our justice and joy. Amen 

 
Hymn   (tune: Repton -CHHParry 1848-1918) 

 

Dear Lord and Father of mankind, 

forgive our foolish ways! 

Reclothe us in our rightful minds, 

in purer lives thy service find, 

in deeper reverence praise, 

in deeper reverence praise. 
 

In simple trust like theirs who heard 

beside the Syrian sea, 

the gracious calling of the Lord, 

let us, like them, without a word 

rise up and follow thee, 

rise up and follow thee. 
 

O Sabbath rest by Galilee! 

O calm of hills above, 

where Jesus knelt to share with thee 

the silence of eternity, 

Interpreted by love! 

Interpreted by love! 
 

Drop thy still dews of quietness, 

till al our strivings cease; 

take from our souls the strain and stress 

and let our ordered lives confesss 

the beauty of thy peace, 

the beauty of thy peace. 
 

Breathe through the heats of our desire 

thy coolness and thy balm; 

let sense be dumb, let flesh retire; 

speak through the earthquake, wind and fire, 

O still small voice of calm! 

O still small voice of calm!  
          (John Greenleaf Whittier 1807-1892) 



 

The Blessing  
 

May the blessing of God surround us 

May angels and friends share our journey 

May we be wise and strong and creative 

May we celebrate life and hope 

May God’s image grow within us, gently, powerfully, tenderly 

May we be cradled in warmth and healing 

May we be held in God’s wisdom and love 

May the gospel of life sustain us all the days of our journey home. 

 
 

     Let us go into the world in the joy and peace of Christ. Thanks be to God.                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our next service is on Sunday 9th March 2025  

at 5pm in Pershore Abbey 
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