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Sunday | I* August 2024

Wholeness and Healing Service

The all-important aim in Christian healing is to allow God’s mysterious and silent presence
within us to become more and more not only a redlity, but the reality in our lives which gives
meaning shape and purpose to everything we do, everything we are.

Welcome and Introduction

We come in this Service to God
In our need, and bringing with us the needs of the world.

We come to you, for you come to us in Jesus
And you know by experience what human life is like.

We come with our faith and with our doubts;
We come with our hopes and with our fears.

We come as we are, because you invite us to come
And you have promised never to turn us away

Hymn (Ar Hyd Y Nos)

Lord, we come to ask your healing,
teach us of love;

all unspoken shame revealing,
teach us of love.

Take our selfish thoughts and actions,

petty feuds, divisive factions,

hear us now to you appealing,
teach us of love.

Soothe away our pain and sorrow,
hold us in love;

grace we cannot buy or borrow,
hold us in love.



Though we see but dark and danger
though we spurn both friend and stranger,
though we often dread tomorrow,
hold us in love.

Help us live for one another
bind us in love;
stranger, neighbour, father, mother —
bind us in love.
All are equal at your table,
through your Spirit make us able
to embrace as sister, brother,

bind us in love.
(Jean Holloway b.1939)

Prayer of Penitence:

Our Lord Jesus Christ said: ‘Anyone who comes to me | will never turn away.’
In the presence of God, let us confess our sins.

Silence

Lord Jesus, you came to reconcile us to God and to one another,

Lord have mercy Lord have mercy

Lord Jesus, you heal the wounds of sin and division,
Christ have mercy Christ have mercy

Lord Jesus, you offer us a new beginning,

Lord have mercy Lord have mercy

Silence

God is love, through Jesus our sins are forgiven. Let us live in the power of the Spirit.
Amen

Collect

Heavenly Father, you anointed your Son Jesus Christ with the Holy Spirit and with power to
bring to us all the blessings of your Kingdom. Anoint your Church with the same Holy Spirit,
that we who share in his suffering and victory may bear witness to the gospel of salvation;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, world without end. Amen



Sit for:

Readings from Scripture

First Reading - 2 John:3-14

Grace, mercy and peace will be with us from God the Father and from Jesus Christ,
the Father’s Son, in truth and love.

| was overjoyed to find some of your children walking in the truth just as we have
been commanded by the Father. But now | ask you, not as thought | were writing you
a new commandment, but one we have had from the beginning, let us love one
another. And this is love, that we walk according to his commandments; this is the
commandment just as you have heard it from the beginning — you must walk in it.
Many deceivers have gone out into the world those who do not confess that Jesus
Christ has come in the flesh; any such person is the deceiver and the antichrist! Be on
your guard, so that you do not lose what we have worked for, but may receive a full
reward. Everyone who does not abide in the teaching of Christ but goes beyond it,
does not have God; whoever abides in the teaching has both the Father and the Son.
Do not receive into the house or welcome anyone who comes to you and does not
bring this teaching; for to welcome is to participate in the evil deeds of such a person.
| hope to come and talk with you face to face so that our joy may be complete.

For the word of the Lord Thanks be to God

Second Reading — Mark 2:1-12

When he returned to Capernaum after some days, it was reported that he was at
home. So many gathered around that there was no longer room for them, not even in
front of the door; and he was speaking the word to them. Then some people came,
bringing to him a paralysed man, carried by four of them. And when they could not
bring him to Jesus because of the crowd, they removed the roof above him; and after
having dug through it, they let down the mat on which the paralytic lay. When Jesus
saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, ‘Son, your sins are forgiven.” Now some of the
scribes were sitting there, questioning in their hearts, ‘Why does this fellow speak in
this way? It is blasphemy! Who can forgive sins but God alone?’ At once Jesus
perceived in his spirit that they were discussing these questions among themselves;
and he said to them, ‘Why do you raise such questions in your hearts? Which is
easier, to say to the paralytic, “Your sins are forgiven”, or to say, “Stand up and take
your mat and walk”? But so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on
earth to forgive sins’—he said to the paralytic— ‘I say to you, stand up, take your mat
and go to your home.” And he stood up, and immediately took the mat and went out
before all of them; so that they were all amazed and glorified God, saying, ‘We have
never seen anything like this!’

For the word of the Lord Thanks be to God



Hym n (Daily Daily — from ‘Paderborn Gesangbuch)

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy,
like the wideness of the sea;
there’s a kindness in his justice,
which is more than liberty.
There is no place where earth’s sorrows
are more felt than up in heaven;
there is no place where earth’s failings
ave such kindly judgement given.

But we make his love too narrow
by false limits of our own;
and we magnify his strictness
with a zeal he will not own.
There is plentiful redemption
in the blood that has been shed;
there is joy for all the members
in the sorrows of the Head.

For the love of God is broader
than the scope of human mind,
and the heart of the Eternal
is most wonderfully kind.

If our love were but more simple,
we should take him at his word;
and our hearts would find assurance

in the promise of the Lord.
(Frederick William Faber 1814-1863)

Meditation
(1 didn’t ask to be healed)

Litany of Healing

To strengthen our faith and hope we now share any experiences when earlier prayers have
been answered or offer our own prayers of thanksgiving in silence.....

Loving God, we give you thanks for health restored and prayers answered
Praise to you, O Christ.



And now we turn to God in prayer for all those ongoing situations — beginning today with a
prayer for the peoples of Ukraine and the Holy Land

‘Lord of all the earth be present with all people at this time of danger, fear and
conflict. Grant that wise and peaceable counsels may prevail and give to them and all
nations who are suffering the freedom they desire and deserve. Amen’

God of compassion and love, we offer you all our suffering and pain. Give us strength
to bear our weakness; healing even when there is no cure; peace in the midst of
turmoil and love to fill the spaces in our lives.

Loving God, we hold in your healing presence those who suffer pain and ill-health,
with their families, friends and those who care for them:
May they know the deep peace of Christ

Loving God, we hold in your healing presence those who suffer in mind and spirit and
all those who care for them:
May they know the deep peace of Christ

Loving God, we hold in your healing presence the suffering people of the world and
the places where people are experiencing division, injustice and violence:
May they know the deep peace of Christ

Loving God, we hold in your healing presence those struggling to overcome abuse or
addiction, those supporting and working with them, and all whose suffering has
distanced them from those they love:

May they know the deep peace of Christ

Loving God, we hold in your healing presence those facing bereavement. We also
pray for those who have died:
May they know the deep peace of Christ

Loving God, we hold in your healing presence and peace those for whom we have
been asked to pray privately and whose prayers have been placed on the altar during
this service:

Lord, you know the needs of each one of us, our strengths and our weaknesses, our
hopes and disappointments. We commend to your loving care those for whom we
have been asked to pray. Guard them as the apple of your eye, hide them under the
shadow of your wings, show them your merciful love — in health or in sickness, in life
or in death. We ask this in the name of Jesus.

God of love Hear our prayers, Amen.



We now invite everyone to come forward for healing
prayer and to receive a tealight.

After we have returned to our seats we sing:
Hymn
(Jacques Berthier 1923-1994)
O Lord, hear my prayer,
O Lord, hear my prayer;
When | call answer me.
O Lord, hear my prayer,
O Lord, hear my prayer.

Come and listen to me.
(repeat 3 more times)

We say together:

The Almighty God, who is a strong tower for all who put their trust in
him, whom all things in heaven and earth and under the earth obey, be
now and evermore our defence. May we believe and trust that the only
name under heaven given for health and salvation is the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ. Amen

Thanksgiving

Together:

For loving the world and knowing our names, thank you, God

For your strength that fills us and your love that heals us, thank you, God
For your presence here with us now and for your hand

that leads us into tomorrow, thank you, God

Come bless us, hold us, wrestle with us, warm us in your embrace,

for we are your people and you are our justice and joy. Amen

Hymn (Laudate Dominum - Parry)

The Saviour will come, resplendent in joy;
The lame and the sick new strength will enjoy.
The desert, rejoicing, will burst into flower,
The deaf and the speechless will sing in that hour!

The Saviour will come, like rain on the earth,
To harvest at last his crop of great worth.
In patience await him, with firmness of mind;
Both mercy and judgement his people will find.



The Saviour will come, his truth we shall see:
Where lepers are cleansed and captives set free.
No finely clad princeling in palace of gold,
But Christ with his people, O wonder untold!

(Michael Forster b.1946)

The Blessing

May the blessing of God surround us
May angels and friends share our journey
May we be wise and strong and creative
May we celebrate life and hope

May God’s image grow within us, gently, powerfully, tenderly

May we be cradled in warmth and healing

May we be held in God’s wisdom and love
May the gospel of life sustain us all the days of our journey home.

Let us go into the world in the joy and peace of Christ. Thanks be to God.

Our next service is on Sunday 8" September 2024 at 5pm
in Pershore Abbey
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