The Abbey Church of the Holy Cross
Pershore

Sunday 14" April 2024

Wholeness and Healing Service

The all-important aim in Christian healing is to allow God’s mysterious and silent presence
within us to become more and more not only a redlity, but the reality in our lives which gives
meaning shape and purpose to everything we do, everything we are.

Welcome and Introduction

We come in this Service to God
In our need, and bringing with us the needs of the world.

We come to you, for you come to us in Jesus
And you know by experience what human life is like.

We come with our faith and with our doubts;
We come with our hopes and with our fears.

We come as we are, because you invite us to come
And you have promised never to turn us away

Hymn (arr. Adrian Vernon Fish)

Seek ye first the kingdom of God,
and his righteousness,
and all these things shall be added unto you;
allelu, alleluia.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, allelu, alleluia

You shall not live by bread alone,
but by every word
that proceeds from the mouth of God;
allelu, alleluia.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, allelu, alleluia



Ask and it shall be given unto you,
seek and ye shall find;
knock and it shall be opened unto you;
allelu, alleluia.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, allelu, alleluia
(Karen Lafferty b.1948)

Prayer of Penitence:

Our Lord Jesus Christ said: ‘Anyone who comes to me | will never turn away.’
In the presence of God, let us confess our sins.

Silence

Lord Jesus, you came to reconcile us to God and to one another,

Lord have mercy Lord have mercy

Lord Jesus, you heal the wounds of sin and division,
Christ have mercy Christ have mercy

Lord Jesus, you offer us a new beginning,

Lord have mercy Lord have mercy

Silence

God is love, through Jesus our sins are forgiven. Let us live in the power of the Spirit.
Amen

Collect

Heavenly Father, you anointed your Son Jesus Christ with the Holy Spirit and with power to
bring to us all the blessings of your Kingdom. Anoint your Church with the same Holy Spirit,
that we who share in his suffering and victory may bear witness to the gospel of salvation;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, world without end. Amen

Sit for:

Readings from Scripture

First Reading - Deuteronomy 7:7-13

It was not because you were more numerous than any other people that

the LORD set his heart on you and chose you—for you were the fewest of all
peoples. It was because the LORD loved you and kept the oath that he swore to your
ancestors, that the LORD has brought you out with a mighty hand, and redeemed you
from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. Know therefore
that the LORD your God is God, the faithful God who maintains covenant loyalty with
those who love him and keep his commandments, to a thousand generations, and
who repays in their own person those who reject him. He does not delay but repays
in their own person those who reject him.



Therefore, observe diligently the commandment—the statutes and the ordinances—
that | am commanding you today. If you heed these ordinances, by diligently
observing them, the LORD your God will maintain with you the covenant loyalty that
he swore to your ancestors; he will love you, bless you, and multiply you; he will
bless the fruit of your womb and the fruit of your ground, your grain and your wine
and your oil, the increase of your cattle and the issue of your flock, in the land that
he swore to your ancestors to give you.

For the word of the Lord Thanks be to God

Second Reading - Luke 16:19-end

‘There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who feasted
sumptuously every day. And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered with
sores, who longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell from the rich man’s table; even
the dogs would come and lick his sores. The poor man died and was carried away by
the angels to be with Abraham.” The rich man also died and was buried. In Hades,
where he was being tormented, he looked up and saw Abraham far away with
Lazarus by his side.” He called out, “Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send
Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for | am in agony in
these flames.” But Abraham said, “Child, remember that during your lifetime you
received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now he is
comforted here, and you are in agony. Besides all this, between you and us a great
chasm has been fixed, so that those who might want to pass from here to you cannot
do so, and no one can cross from there to us.” He said, “Then, father, | beg you to
send him to my father’s house— for | have five brothers—that he may warn them, so
that they will not also come into this place of torment.” Abraham replied, “They have
Moses and the prophets; they should listen to them.” He said, “No, father Abraham;
but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.” He said to him, “If
they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be convinced even if
someone rises from the dead.””’

For the word of the Lord Thanks be to God

Hym n (Kingsfold)

| heard the voice of Jesus say,

‘Come unto me and rest;
lay down, thou weary one, lay down

thy head upon my breast.’
| came to Jesus as | was,
so weary, worn and sad;

| found in him a resting place,
and he has made me glad.



| heard the voice of Jesus say,
‘Behold, | freely give

the living water, thirsty one,

stoop down and drink and live.’
| came to Jesus and | drank
of that life-giving stream;
my thirst was quenched, my soul revived,

and now | live in him.

| hear the voice of Jesus say,

‘| am this dark world’s light;
look unto me, thy morn shall rise
and all thy day be bright.’
| looked to Jesus, and | found
in him my star, my sun;
and in that light of life I'll walk
till travelling days are done.

(Trad. Arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams)

Reflection

Litany of Healing

To strengthen our faith and hope we now share any experiences when earlier prayers have
been answered or offer our own prayers of thanksgiving in silence.....

Loving God, we give you thanks for health restored and prayers answered
Praise to you, O Christ.

And now we turn to God in prayer for all those ongoing situations — beginning today with a
prayer for the peoples of Ukraine and the Holy Land

‘Lord of all the earth be present with all people at this time of danger, fear and
conflict. Grant that wise and peaceable counsels may prevail and give to them and all
nations who are suffering the freedom they desire and deserve. Amen’

God of compassion and love, we offer you all our suffering and pain. Give us strength
to bear our weakness; healing even when there is no cure; peace in the midst of
turmoil and love to fill the spaces in our lives.

Loving God, we hold in your healing presence those who suffer pain and ill-health,
with their families, friends and those who care for them:
May they know the deep peace of Christ



Loving God, we hold in your healing presence those who suffer in mind and spirit and
all those who care for them:
May they know the deep peace of Christ

Loving God, we hold in your healing presence the suffering people of the world and
the places where people are experiencing division, injustice and violence:
May they know the deep peace of Christ

Loving God, we hold in your healing presence those struggling to overcome abuse or
addiction, those supporting and working with them, and all whose suffering has
distanced them from those they love:

May they know the deep peace of Christ

Loving God, we hold in your healing presence those facing bereavement. We also
pray for those who have died:
May they know the deep peace of Christ

Loving God, we hold in your healing presence and peace those for whom we have
been asked to pray privately and whose prayers have been placed on the altar during
this service:

Lord, you know the needs of each one of us, our strengths and our weaknesses, our
hopes and disappointments. We commend to your loving care those for whom we
have been asked to pray. Guard them as the apple of your eye, hide them under the
shadow of your wings, show them your merciful love — in health or in sickness, in life
or in death. We ask this in the name of Jesus.

God of love Hear our prayers, Amen.

We now invite everyone to come forward for healing
prayer and to receive a tealight.

After we have returned to our seats we sing:

Hymn
Calm me, Lord, as you calmed the storm,
still me, Lord, keep me from harm.
let all the tumult within me cease;

enfold me, Lord, in your peace.
(Margaret Rizza)

We say together:

The Almighty God, who is a strong tower for all who put their trust in
him, whom all things in heaven and earth and under the earth obey, be
now and evermore our defence. May we believe and trust that the only
name under heaven given for health and salvation is the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ. Amen



Thanksgiving

Together:

For loving the world and knowing our names, thank you, God

For your strength that fills us and your love that heals us, thank you, God
For your presence here with us now and for your hand

that leads us into tomorrow, thank you, God

Come bless us, hold us, wrestle with us, warm us in your embrace,

for we are your people and you are our justice and joy. Amen

Hymn (St Peter CM)
| .How sweet the name of Jesus sounds 4.Jesus! my shepherd, brother, friend,
in a believer’s ear! My prophet, priest and king,
It soothes our sorrows, heals our wounds my Lord, my life, my way, my end,
and drives away our fear. accept the praise | bring.
2.1t makes the wounded spirit whole, 5.Weak is the effort of my heart
and calms the troubled breast; and cold my warmest thought;
‘tis manna to the hungry soul, but when | see thee as thou art,
and to the weary, rest. P'll praise thee as | ought.
3.Dear name! The rock on which | build, 6.Till then | would my love proclaim
my shield, my hiding place, with every fleeting breath;
my never-failing treas’ry filled and may the music of thy name
with boundless stores of grace. refresh my soul in death.

(John Newton 1725-1807)

The Blessing

May the blessing of God surround us
May angels and friends share our journey
May we be wise and strong and creative
May we celebrate life and hope

May God’s image grow within us, gently, powerfully, tenderly

May we be cradled in warmth and healing

May we be held in God’s wisdom and love
May the gospel of life sustain us all the days of our journey home.

Let us go into the world in the joy and peace of Christ. Thanks be to God.



Our next service is on Sunday 12" May 2024 at 5pm
in Pershore Abbey
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