
 

The Abbey Church of the Holy Cross 

Pershore 
 

 

                  Sunday 13th August 2023  

   

Wholeness and Healing Service 
The all-important aim in Christian healing is to allow God’s mysterious and silent presence 

within us to become more and more not only a reality, but the reality in our lives which gives 

meaning shape and purpose to everything we do, everything we are. 

 

Welcome and Introduction 
 

We come in this Service to God 

In our need, and bringing with us the needs of the world. 
 

We come to you, for you come to us in Jesus 

And you know by experience what human life is like. 
 

We come with our faith and with our doubts;  

We come with our hopes and with our fears. 
 

We come as we are, because you invite us to come 

And you have promised never to turn us away 

 
  Hymn   

 

Love is the touch of intangible joy; 

love is the force that no fear can destroy; 

love is the goodness we gladly applaud: 

God is where love is, for love is of God. 
 

Love is the lilt in a lingering voice; 

love is the hope that can make us rejoice; 

love is the cure for the frightened and flawed: 

God is where love is, for love is of God. 
 

Love is the light in a tunnel of pain; 

love is the will to be whole once again; 

love is the trust of a friend on the road: 

God is where love is, for love is of God. 
 

 Contd 



Love is the Maker and Spirit and Son; 

love is the kingdom their will has begun; 

love is the path which the saints have all trod: 

God is where love is, for love is of God. 

 

 
Prayer of Penitence:  

Our Lord Jesus Christ said: ‘Anyone who comes to me I will never turn away.’ 

In the presence of God, let us confess our sins. 

Silence 
 

Lord Jesus, you came to reconcile us to God and to one another, 

Lord have mercy  Lord have mercy 

Lord Jesus, you heal the wounds of sin and division, 

Christ have mercy Christ have mercy 

Lord Jesus, you offer us a new beginning, 

Lord have mercy  Lord have mercy 

Silence    

 

God is love, through Jesus our sins are forgiven. Let us live in the power of the Spirit. 

Amen 

 

Collect 

Heavenly Father, you anointed your Son Jesus Christ with the Holy Spirit and with power to 

bring to us all the blessings of your Kingdom.  Anoint your Church with the same Holy Spirit, 

that we who share in his suffering and victory may bear witness to the gospel of salvation; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, world without end.  Amen 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Sit for: 

Readings from Scripture 
 

First Reading – Psalm 107:1-3 + 13-22 

O give thanks to the Lord for he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever. Let 
the redeemed of the Lord say so, those he redeemed from trouble and gathered in 
from the lands, from the east and from the west, from the north and from the south. 
Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, and he saved them from their distress; he 
brought them out of darkness and gloom and broke their bonds asunder. Let them 
thank the Lord for his steadfast love, for his wonderful works to humankind. For he 
shatters the doors of bronze and cuts in two the bars of iron. 



Some were sick through their sinful ways, and because of their iniquities endured 
affliction; they loathed any kind of food, and they drew near to the gates of death. 
Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble and he saved them from their distress; he 
sent out his word and healed them and delivered them from destruction. Let them 
thank the Lord for his steadfast love, for his wonderful works to humankind. And let 
them offer thanksgiving sacrifices and tell of his deeds with songs of joy. 

For the word of the Lord    Thanks be to God 

 
Second Reading – Colossians 3:12-17 
 

As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, 
kindness, humility, meekness and patience. Bear with one another and, if anyone has 
a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you so 
you also must forgive. Above all clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything 
together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ dwell in you richly; teach 
and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing 
psalms, hymns and spiritual songs to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do 
everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through 
him. 
 

For the word of the Lord Thanks be to God 

 

   Hymn   (Trad. Scottish melody 
                     Arr. John Bell+Graham Maule) 

 

Christ’s is the world in which we move; 

Christ’s are the folk we’re summoned to love; 

Christ’s is the voice that calls us to care, 

and Christ is the one who meets us here. 
 

To the lost Christ shows his face, 

to the unloved he gives his embrace, 

to those who cry in pain or disgrace, 

Christ makes, with his friends, a touching place. 
 

Feel for the people we most avoid – 

strange or bereaved or never employed. 

Feel for the women and feel for the men 

who fear that their living is all in vain. 
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Feel for the parents who’ve lost a child, 

feel for the women whom men have defiled, 

feel for the baby for whom there’s no breast, 

and feel for the weary who find no rest. 
 

To the lost Christ shows his face, 

to the unloved he gives his embrace, 

to those who cry in pain or disgrace, 

Christ makes, with his friends, a touching place. 
 

Feel for the lives by life confused, 

riddled with doubt, in loving abused; 

feel for the lonely heart, conscious of sin, 

which longs to be pure but fears to begin. 

 

Reflection/Meditation 

 

Litany of Healing 
 

To strengthen our faith and hope we now share any experiences when earlier prayers have 

been answered or offer our own prayers of thanksgiving in silence..... 
 

Loving God, we give you thanks for health restored and prayers answered 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

And now we turn to God in prayer for all those ongoing situations – beginning today with a 

prayer for the peoples of Ukraine, Sudan, Niger and Yemen 

 

‘Lord of all the earth be present with all people at this time of danger, fear and 

conflict. Grant that wise and peaceable counsels may prevail and give to them and all 

nations who are suffering the freedom they desire and deserve. Amen’ 
 

 

God of compassion and love, we offer you all our suffering and pain. Give us strength 

to bear our weakness; healing even when there is no cure; peace in the midst of 

turmoil and love to fill the spaces in our lives. 
 

Loving God, we hold in your healing presence those who suffer pain and ill-health, 

with their families, friends and those who care for them: 

May they know the deep peace of Christ 
 

Loving God, we hold in your healing presence those who suffer in mind and spirit and 

all those who care for them: 

May they know the deep peace of Christ 
 

 



Loving God, we hold in your healing presence the suffering people of the world and 

the places where people are experiencing division, injustice and violence: 

May they know the deep peace of Christ 
 

Loving God, we hold in your healing presence those struggling to overcome abuse or 

addiction, those supporting and working with them, and all whose suffering has 

distanced them from those they love: 

May they know the deep peace of Christ 
 

Loving God, we hold in your healing presence those facing bereavement. We also 

pray for those who have died: 

May they know the deep peace of Christ 

 

Loving God, we hold in your healing presence and peace those for whom we have 

been asked to pray privately and whose prayers have been placed on the altar during 

this service: 

 

Lord, you know the needs of each one of us, our strengths and our weaknesses, our 

hopes and disappointments. We commend to your loving care those for whom we 

have been asked to pray. Guard them as the apple of your eye, hide them under the 

shadow of your wings, show them your merciful love – in health or in sickness, in life 

or in death. We ask this in the name of Jesus.  
 

God of love  Hear our prayers, Amen. 

 

We invite everyone to come forward for healing prayer 
 

After we have returned to our seats we sing: 
 

      Hymn                          (Jacques Berthier 1923-1994) 
 

(Where there is charity and love, there is God) 
 

Ubi caritas, et amor. 

Ubi caritas, Deus ibi est. 
   (repeat 3 more times) 

 

 
We say together: 

The Almighty God, who is a strong tower for all who put their trust in 

him, whom all things in heaven and earth and under the earth obey, be 

now and evermore our defence. May we believe and trust that the only 

name under heaven given for health and salvation is the name of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. Amen 

 

 



Thanksgiving 
 

Together: 

For loving the world and knowing our names, thank you, God 

For your strength that fills us and your love that heals us, thank you, God 

For your presence here with us now and for your hand  

that leads us into tomorrow, thank you, God 

Come bless us, hold us, wrestle with us, warm us in your embrace,  

for we are your people and you are our justice and joy. Amen 

 

Hymn    (tune: WM Runyan 1870-1957) 

 

1. Great is thy faithfulness, O God, my Father, 

there is no shadow of turning with thee; 

thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not; 

as thou hast been thou forever wilt be. 
 

Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see; 

all I have needed thy hand hath provided, 

great is thy faithfulness, Lord unto me! 
 

2. Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 

sun, moon and stars in their courses above, 

join with all nature in manifold witness 

to thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. 
 

3. Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 

thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 

strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow 

blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! 
 

Thomas Obadiah Chilsholm (1866-1960) 

 

The Blessing  
 

May the blessing of God surround us 

May angels and friends share our journey 

May we be wise and strong and creative 

May we celebrate life and hope 

May God’s image grow within us, gently, powerfully, tenderly 

May we be cradled in warmth and healing 

May we be held in God’s wisdom and love 

May the gospel of life sustain us all the days of our journey home. 

 

Let us go into the world in the joy and peace of Christ. Thanks be to God.                   



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our next service is on Sunday 10th September 2023 at 5pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Common Worship: Pastoral Services, materials from which are included in this service is copyright © The Archbishop’s Council 2000.  

Complete Anglican Hymns Old and New, Common Ground and Worship Songs and Mission England & Worship Songs Ancient and Modern  
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