The Abbey Church of the Holy Cross
Pershore

Sunday 9" July 2023

Wholeness and Healing Service

The all-important aim in Christian healing is to allow God’s mysterious and silent presence
within us to become more and more not only a redlity, but the readlity in our lives which gives
meaning shape and purpose to everything we do, everything we are.

Welcome and Introduction

We come in this Service to God
In our need, and bringing with us the needs of the world.

We come to you, for you come to us in Jesus
And you know by experience what human life is like.

We come with our faith and with our doubts;
We come with our hopes and with our fears.

We come as we are, because you invite us to come
And you have promised never to turn us away

Hymn William Young Fullerton (1857-1932)

| cannot tell how he whom angels worship
should stoop to love the peoples of the earth,
or why as shepherd he should seek the wand’rer
with his mysterious promise of new birth.
But this | know, that he was born of Mary,
when BethI’'ems manger was his only home,
and that he lived at Nazareth and laboured,
and so the Saviour, Saviour of the world is come.



| cannot tell how silently he suffered,
as with his peace he graced this place of tears,
or how his heart upon the cross was broken,
the crown of pain to three and thirty years.
But this | know, he heals the broken-hearted,
and stays our sin, and calms our lurking fear,
and lifts the burden from the heavy laden,
for yet the Saviour, Saviour of the world, is here.

| cannot tell how he will win the nations,
how he will claim his earthly heritage,
how satisfy the needs and aspirations
of east and west, of sinner and of sage.

But this | know, all flesh shall see his glory

and he shall reap the harvest he has sown,

and some glad day his sun shall shine in splendour
when he the Saviour, Saviour of the world is known.

| cannot tell how all the lands shall worship,
when, at his bidding, every storm is stilled,
or who can say how great the jubilation
when every heart with perfect love is filled.
But this | know, the skies will thrill with rapture,
and myriad, myriad human voices sing,
and earth to heav’n and heav’n to earth will answer:

‘At last the Saviour, Saviour of the world is King!’
(tune: Londonderry Air)

Prayer of Penitence:

Our Lord Jesus Christ said: ‘Anyone who comes to me | will never turn away.’
In the presence of God, let us confess our sins.

Silence

Lord Jesus, you came to reconcile us to God and to one another,

Lord have mercy Lord have mercy

Lord Jesus, you heal the wounds of sin and division,
Christ have mercy Christ have mercy

Lord Jesus, you offer us a new beginning,

Lord have mercy Lord have mercy

Silence

God is love, through Jesus our sins are forgiven. Let us live in the power of the Spirit.
Amen



Collect

Heavenly Father, you anointed your Son Jesus Christ with the Holy Spirit and with power to
bring to us all the blessings of your Kingdom. Anoint your Church with the same Holy Spirit,
that we who share in his suffering and victory may bear witness to the gospel of salvation;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, world without end. Amen

Sit for:

Readings from Scripture

First Reading — Psalm 145:8-13

The LORD is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
The LoRD is good to all,
and his compassion is over all that he has made.
All your works shall give thanks to you, O LORD,
and all your faithful shall bless you.
They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom,
and tell of your power,
to make known to all people your mighty deeds,
and the glorious splendour of your kingdom.
Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom,
and your dominion endures throughout all generations.
The LorbD is faithful in all his words,
and gracious in all his deeds.

For the word of the Lord Thanks be to God

Second Reading — Acts 28:1-10

After we had reached safety, we then learned that the island was called Malta. The
natives showed us unusual kindness. Since it had begun to rain and was cold, they
kindled a fire and welcomed all of us round it. Paul had gathered a bundle of
brushwood and was putting it on the fire, when a viper, driven out by the heat,
fastened itself on his hand. When the natives saw the creature hanging from his
hand, they said to one another, ‘This man must be a murderer; though he has
escaped from the sea, justice has not allowed him to live.” He, however, shook off the
creature into the fire and suffered no harm. They were expecting him to swell up or
drop dead, but after they had waited a long time and saw that nothing unusual had
happened to him, they changed their minds and began to say that he was a god.



Now in the neighbourhood of that place were lands belonging to the leading man of
the island, named Publius, who received us and entertained us hospitably for three
days. It so happened that the father of Publius lay sick in bed with fever and
dysentery. Paul visited him and cured him by praying and putting his hands on

him. After this happened, the rest of the people on the island who had diseases also
came and were cured. They bestowed many honours on us, and when we were about
to sail, they put on board all the provisions we needed.

For the word of the Lord Thanks be to God

Hymn (Fred Kaan (b1929)
|.God! When human hearts are broken 3.You in us are bruised and broken:
and we lack the love or skill hear us as we seek release
to restore the hope of healing, from the pain of earlier living;
give us grace and make us still. set us free and grant us peace.

2. Through that stillness, with your Spirit 4.Send us, God of new beginnings,
come into our world of stress, humbly, hopeful into life.

for the sake of Christ forgiving Use us as a means of blessing:

all the failures we confess. make us stronger, give us faith.

5.Give us faith to be more faithful,
give us hope to be more true,
give us love to go on learning:

God! Encourage and renew.
(tune: Drakes Broughton — Edward Elgar)

Reflection/Meditation

Litany of Healing

To strengthen our faith and hope we now share any experiences when earlier prayers have
been answered or offer our own prayers of thanksgiving in silence.....

Loving God, we give you thanks for health restored and prayers answered
Praise to you, O Christ.

And now we turn to God in prayer for all those ongoing situations — beginning today with a
prayer for the peoples of Ukraine, Sudan, Afghanistan and Yemen

‘Lord of all the earth be present with all people at this time of danger, fear and
conflict. Grant that wise and peaceable counsels may prevail and give to them and all
nations who are suffering the freedom they desire and deserve. Amen’



God of compassion and love, we offer you all our suffering and pain. Give us strength
to bear our weakness; healing even when there is no cure; peace in the midst of
turmoil and love to fill the spaces in our lives.

Loving God, we hold in your healing presence those who suffer pain and ill-health,
with their families, friends and those who care for them:
May they know the deep peace of Christ

Loving God, we hold in your healing presence those who suffer in mind and spirit and
all those who care for them:
May they know the deep peace of Christ

Loving God, we hold in your healing presence the suffering people of the world and
the places where people are experiencing division, injustice and violence:
May they know the deep peace of Christ

Loving God, we hold in your healing presence those struggling to overcome abuse or
addiction, those supporting and working with them, and all whose suffering has
distanced them from those they love:

May they know the deep peace of Christ

Loving God, we hold in your healing presence those facing bereavement. We also
pray for those who have died:
May they know the deep peace of Christ

Loving God, we hold in your healing presence and peace those for whom we have
been asked to pray privately and whose prayers have been placed on the altar during
this service:

Lord, you know the needs of each one of us, our strengths and our weaknesses, our
hopes and disappointments. We commend to your loving care those for whom we
have been asked to pray. Guard them as the apple of your eye, hide them under the
shadow of your wings, show them your merciful love — in health or in sickness, in life
or in death. We ask this in the name of Jesus.

God of love Hear our prayers, Amen.

We invite everyone to come forward for healing prayer



After we have returned to our seats we sing:
Hymn (Eriskay Love Lilt)

Lord of life, we come to you;
Lord of all, our Saviour be;
Come to bless and to heal
With the light of your love.

Through the days of doubt and toil,
In our joy and in our pain,
Guide our steps in your way,
Make us one in your love.

We say together:

The Almighty God, who is a strong tower for all who put their trust in
him, whom all things in heaven and earth and under the earth obey, be
now and evermore our defence. May we believe and trust that the only
name under heaven given for health and salvation is the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ. Amen

Thanksgiving

Together:

For loving the world and knowing our names, thank you, God

For your strength that fills us and your love that heals us, thank you, God
For your presence here with us now and for your hand

that leads us into tomorrow, thank you, God

Come bless us, hold us, wrestle with us, warm us in your embrace,

for we are your people and you are our justice and joy. Amen

Hymn (Charles Wesley (1707-1788)
| .Love divine, all loves excelling, 3.Breathe, O breathe thy loving Spirit
joy of heav’n, to earth come down, into every troubled breast;
fix in us thy humble dwelling, let us all in thee inherit,
all thy faithful mercies crown. let us find thy promised rest.

2 Jesu, thou art all compassion, 4.Take away the love of sinning,
pure unbounded love thou art; Alpha and Omega be;
visit us with thy salvation, end of faith, as its beginning,

enter every trembling heart. set our hearts at liberty.



5.Come, almighty to deliver, 7.Finish then thy new creation,

let us all thy grace receive; pure and spotless let us be;
suddenly return, and never, let us see thy great salvation
nevermore thy temples leave. perfectly restored in thee.

6.Thee we would be always blessing,  8.Changed from glory into glory,
serve thee as thy hosts above; till in heaven we take our place,
pray, and praise thee without ceasing, till we cast our crowns before thee,
glory in thy perfect love. lost in wonder, love and praise.

John Stainer (1840-1901)

The Blessing

May the blessing of God surround us
May angels and friends share our journey
May we be wise and strong and creative
May we celebrate life and hope

May God’s image grow within us, gently, powerfully, tenderly

May we be cradled in warmth and healing

May we be held in God’s wisdom and love
May the gospel of life sustain us all the days of our journey home.

Let us go into the world in the joy and peace of Christ. Thanks be to God.



Our next service is on Sunday 13" August 2023 at 5pm
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