The Abbey Church of the Holy Cross
Pershore

Sunday | I* June 2023

Wholeness and Healing Service

The all-important aim in Christian healing is to allow God’s mysterious and silent presence
within us to become more and more not only a redlity, but the reality in our lives which gives
meaning shape and purpose to everything we do, everything we are.

Welcome and Introduction

We come in this Service to God
In our need, and bringing with us the needs of the world.

We come to you, for you come to us in Jesus
And you know by experience what human life is like.

We come with our faith and with our doubts;
We come with our hopes and with our fears.

We come as we are, because you invite us to come
And you have promised never to turn us away

Hymn Charles Wesley (1707-1788)

Jesu, lover of my soul,
let me to thy bosom fly,
while the gath’ring waters roll,
while the tempest still is high:
hide me, O my Saviour, hide,
till the storm of life is past;
safe into the haven guide,
O receive my soul at last.



Other refuge have | none,
hangs my helpless soul on thee;
leave, ah, leave me not alone,
still support and comfort me.
All my trust on thee is stayed,
all my help from thee | bring;
cover my defenceless head
with the shadow of thy wing.

Plenteous grace with thee is found,
grace to cleanse from ev’ry sin;
let the healing streams abound,
make and keep me pure within.

Thou of life the fountain art,
freely let me take of thee,
spring thou up within my heart,

rise to all eternity.
(tune: Aberystwyth — Joseph Parry)

Prayer of Penitence:

Our Lord Jesus Christ said: ‘Anyone who comes to me | will never turn away.’
In the presence of God, let us confess our sins.

Silence

Lord Jesus, you came to reconcile us to God and to one another,

Lord have mercy Lord have mercy

Lord Jesus, you heal the wounds of sin and division,
Christ have mercy Christ have mercy

Lord Jesus, you offer us a new beginning,

Lord have mercy Lord have mercy

Silence

God is love, through Jesus our sins are forgiven. Let us live in the power of the Spirit.
Amen

Collect

Heavenly Father, you anointed your Son Jesus Christ with the Holy Spirit and with power to
bring to us all the blessings of your Kingdom. Anoint your Church with the same Holy Spirit,
that we who share in his suffering and victory may bear witness to the gospel of salvation;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, world without end. Amen



Sit for:

Readings from Scripture

First Reading — Psalm 16

Protect me, O God, for in you | take refuge.
| say to the LORD, ‘You are my Lord; | have no good apart from you.’

As for the holy ones in the land, they are the noble, in whom is all my delight. Those
who choose another god multiply their sorrows; their drink-offerings of blood | will
not pour out or take their names upon my lips.

The LORD is my chosen portion and my cup; you hold my lot.
The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; | have a goodly heritage.

| bless the LORD who gives me counsel; in the night also my heart instructs me. | keep
the LORD always before me; because he is at my right hand, | shall not be moved.

Therefore my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices; my body also rests secure.

For you do not give me up to Sheol, or let your faithful one see the Pit. You show me
the path of life. In your presence there is fullness of joy; in your right hand are
pleasures for evermore.

For the word of the Lord Thanks be to God

Second Reading — Matthew 9:9-13+18-26

As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth;
and he said to him, ‘Follow me.” And he got up and followed him.

And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax-collectors and sinners came and were
sitting with him and his disciples. When the Pharisees saw this, they said to his
disciples, ‘Why does your teacher eat with tax-collectors and sinners?’ But when he
heard this, he said, ‘Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who
are sick. Go and learn what this means, “I desire mercy, not sacrifice.” For | have
come to call not the righteous but sinners.’

While he was saying these things to them, suddenly a leader of the synagogue came
in and knelt before him, saying, ‘My daughter has just died; but come and lay your
hand on her, and she will live.” And Jesus got up and followed him, with his

disciples. Then suddenly a woman who had been suffering from haemorrhages for
twelve years came up behind him and touched the fringe of his cloak, for she said to
herself, ‘If | only touch his cloak, | will be made well.” Jesus turned, and seeing her he
said, ‘Take heart, daughter; your faith has made you well.” And instantly the woman
was made well.



When Jesus came to the leader’s house and saw the flute-players and the crowd
making a commotion, he said, ‘Go away; for the girl is not dead but sleeping.” And
they laughed at him. But when the crowd had been put outside, he went in and took
her by the hand, and the girl got up. And the report of this spread throughout that
district.

For the word of the Lord Thanks be to God

Hymn (Trad. Scottish melody
Arr.Christopher Tambling)
| .Will you come and follow me 3.Will you let the blinded see
if | but call your name? if | but call your name?
Will you go where you don’t know, Will you set the pris’ners free,
and never be the same? and never be the same?
will you let my love be shown, will you kiss the leper clean
will you let my name be known, and do such as this unseen,
will you let my life be grown and admit to what | mean
in you, and you in me? in you, and you in me?
2.Will you leave yourself behind 4.Will you love the ‘you’ you hide
if | but call your name? if | but call your name?
Will you care for cruel and kind, Will you quell the fear inside,
and never be the same? and never be the same?
Will you risk the hostile stare Will you use the faith you’ve found
should your life attract or scare, to reshape the world around
will you let me answer prayer through my sight and touch and sound
in you, and you in me? in you and you in me!?

5.Lord your summons echoes true
when you but call my name.
Let me turn and follow you
and never be the same.
In your company I'll go
where your love and footsteps show.
Thus I'll move and live and grow

in you and you in me.
(John Bell & Graham Moule)

Reflection/Meditation



Litany of Healing

To strengthen our faith and hope we now share any experiences when earlier prayers have
been answered or offer our own prayers of thanksgiving in silence.....

Loving God, we give you thanks for health restored and prayers answered
Praise to you, O Christ.

And now we turn to God in prayer for all those ongoing situations — beginning today with a
prayer for the peoples of Ukraine, Sudan and Yemen

‘Lord of all the earth be present with all people at this time of danger, fear and
conflict. Grant that wise and peaceable counsels may prevail and give to them and all
nations who are suffering the freedom they desire and deserve. Amen’

God of compassion and love, we offer you all our suffering and pain. Give us strength
to bear our weakness; healing even when there is no cure; peace in the midst of
turmoil and love to fill the spaces in our lives.

Loving God, we hold in your healing presence those who suffer pain and ill-health,
with their families, friends and those who care for them:
May they know the deep peace of Christ

Loving God, we hold in your healing presence those who suffer in mind and spirit and
all those who care for them:
May they know the deep peace of Christ

Loving God, we hold in your healing presence the suffering people of the world and
the places where people are experiencing division, injustice and violence:
May they know the deep peace of Christ

Loving God, we hold in your healing presence those struggling to overcome abuse or
addiction, those supporting and working with them, and all whose suffering has
distanced them from those they love:

May they know the deep peace of Christ

Loving God, we hold in your healing presence those facing bereavement. We also
pray for those who have died:
May they know the deep peace of Christ

Loving God, we hold in your healing presence and peace those for whom we have
been asked to pray privately and whose prayers have been placed on the altar during
this service:



Lord, you know the needs of each one of us, our strengths and our weaknesses, our
hopes and disappointments. We commend to your loving care those for whom we
have been asked to pray. Guard them as the apple of your eye, hide them under the
shadow of your wings, show them your merciful love — in health or in sickness, in life
or in death. We ask this in the name of Jesus.

God of love Hear our prayers, Amen.

We invite everyone to come forward for healing prayer

After we have returned to our seats we sing:

Hymn (arr. Adrian Vernon Fish b.1956)

Be still and know that | am God.
Be still and know that | am God.
Be still and know that | am God.

| am the Lord that healeth thee.
| am the Lord that healeth thee.
| am the Lord that healeth thee.

In thee, O Lord, | put my trust.
In thee, O Lord, | put my trust.
In thee, O Lord, | put my trust.

We say together:

The Almighty God, who is a strong tower for all who put their trust in
him, whom all things in heaven and earth and under the earth obey, be
now and evermore our defence. May we believe and trust that the only
name under heaven given for health and salvation is the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ. Amen

Thanksgiving

Together:

For loving the world and knowing our names, thank you, God

For your strength that fills us and your love that heals us, thank you, God
For your presence here with us now and for your hand

that leads us into tomorrow, thank you, God

Come bless us, hold us, wrestle with us, warm us in your embrace,

for we are your people and you are our justice and joy. Amen



Hymn (tune: St Anne - William Croft)

|.O God, our help in ages past, 3.A thousand ages in thy sight

our hope for years to come, are like an evening gone;

our shelter from the stormy blast, short as the watch that ends the night
and our eternal home. before the rising sun.

2.Before the hills in order stood, 4.Time, like an ever-rolling stream,

or earth received her frame; will bear us all away;

from everlasting thou art God, we fade and vanish, as a dream

to endless years the same. dies at the op’ning day.

5. O God our help in ages past,
our hope for years to come,
be thou our guard while troubles last,

and our eternal home.
Isaac Watts (1674-1748)

The Blessing

May the blessing of God surround us
May angels and friends share our journey
May we be wise and strong and creative
May we celebrate life and hope

May God’s image grow within us, gently, powerfully, tenderly

May we be cradled in warmth and healing

May we be held in God’s wisdom and love
May the gospel of life sustain us all the days of our journey home.

Let us go into the world in the joy and peace of Christ. Thanks be to God.



Our next service is on Sunday 9" July 2023 at 5pm
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