The Abbey Church of the Holy Cross
Pershore

Sunday | I* September 2022

Wholeness and Healing Service

The all-important aim in Christian healing is to allow God’s mysterious and silent presence
within us to become more and more not only a redlity, but the reality in our lives which gives
meaning shape and purpose to everything we do, everything we are.

Welcome and Introduction

We come in this Service to God
In our need, and bringing with us the needs of the world.

We come to you, for you come to us in Jesus
And you know by experience what human life is like.

We come with our faith and with our doubts;
We come with our hopes and with our fears.

We come as we are, because you invite us to come
And you have promised never to turn us away

Hymn (Ar Hyd Y Nos)

Lord, we come to ask your healing,
teach us of love;
all unspoken shame revealing,
teach us of love.

Take our selfish thoughts and actions,
petty feuds, divisive factions,
hear us now to you appealing,
teach us of love.

Cont’d



Soothe away our pain and sorrow,
hold us in love;
grace we cannot buy or borrow,
hold us in love.

Though we see but dark and danger,
though we spurn both friend and stranger,
though we often dread tomorrow,
hold us in love.

Help us live for one another,
bind us in love;
stranger, neighbour, father, mother —
bind us in love.

All are equal at your table,
through your Spirit make us able
to embrace as sister, brother,
bind us in love.

(Jean Holloway b.1939)

Prayer of Penitence:

Our Lord Jesus Christ said: ‘Anyone who comes to me | will never turn away.’
In the presence of God, let us confess our sins.

Silence

Lord Jesus, you came to reconcile us to God and to one another,

Lord have mercy Lord have mercy

Lord Jesus, you heal the wounds of sin and division,
Christ have mercy Christ have mercy

Lord Jesus, you offer us a new beginning,

Lord have mercy Lord have mercy

Silence

God is love, through Jesus our sins are forgiven. Let us live in the power of the Spirit.
Amen

Collect

Heavenly Father, you anointed your Son Jesus Christ with the Holy Spirit and with power to
bring to us all the blessings of your Kingdom. Anoint your Church with the same Holy Spirit,
that we who share in his suffering and victory may bear witness to the gospel of salvation;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, world without end. Amen



Sit for:

Readings from Scripture

First Reading - Hebrews 13.1-6

Let mutual love continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by
doing that some have entertained angels without knowing it. Remember those who
are in prison, as though you were in prison with them; those who are being tortured,
as though you yourselves were being tortured. Let marriage be held in honour by all,
and let the marriage bed be kept undefiled; for God will judge fornicators and
adulterers. Keep your lives free from the love of money, and be content with what
you have; for he has said, ‘| will never leave you or forsake you.” So we can say with
confidence, ‘The Lord is my helper; | will not be afraid. What can anyone do to me?

For the word of the Lord Thanks be to God

Second Reading — Luke 10.29-37

But wanting to justify himself the young man asked Jesus, ‘And who is my
neighbour? Jesus replied, ‘A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell
into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and went away, leaving him
half dead. Now by chance a priest was going down that road; and when he saw him,
he passed by on the other side. So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and
saw him, passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan while travelling came near him;
and when he saw him, he was moved with pity. He went to him and bandaged his
wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. Then he put him on his own animal,
brought him to an inn, and took care of him. The next day he took out two

denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, “Take care of him; and when | come
back, | will repay you whatever more you spend.” Which of these three, do you
think, was a neighbour to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?’ He said,
‘The one who showed him mercy.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Go and do likewise.’

For the word of the Lord Thanks be to God

Hym n (Richard Gillard -The servant song
(arr. Betty Pulkingham)

| .Brother, sister, let me serve you, 3.1 will hold the Christlight for you
let me be as Christ to you; in the night-time of your fear;
pray that | may have the grace to | will hold my hand out to you,
let you be my servant to. speak the peace you long to here.
2.We are pilgrims on a journey, 4.1 will weep when you are weeping,
Fellow trav’llers on the road; when you laugh I'll laugh with you.
We are here to help each other | will share your joy and sorrow

Walk the mile and bear the load. Till we’ve seen this journey through.



Reflection/Meditation

Litany of Healing

To strengthen our faith and hope we now share any experiences when earlier prayers have
been answered or offer our own prayers of thanksgiving in silence.....

Loving God, we give you thanks for health restored and prayers answered
Praise to you, O Christ.

And now we turn to God in prayer for all those ongoing situations — beginning today with the
prayer by the Dean of Worcester for the people of Ukraine:

‘Lord of all the earth be present with the people of Ukraine at this time of danger,
fear and conflict. Grant that wise and peaceable counsels may yet prevail and give to
them and all nations who are suffering the freedom they desire and deserve. Amen’

God of compassion and love, we offer you all our suffering and pain. Give us strength
to bear our weakness; healing even when there is no cure; peace in the midst of
turmoil and love to fill the spaces in our lives.

Loving God, we hold in your healing presence those who suffer pain and ill-health,
with their families, friends and those who care for them:
May they know the deep peace of Christ

Loving God, we hold in your healing presence those who suffer in mind and spirit and
all those who care for them:
May they know the deep peace of Christ

Loving God, we hold in your presence the suffering people of the world and the
places where people are experiencing division, injustice and violence:
May they know the deep peace of Christ

Loving God, we hold in your healing presence those struggling to overcome abuse or
addiction, those supporting and working with them, and all whose suffering has
distanced them from those they love:

May they know the deep peace of Christ

Loving God, we hold in your healing presence those facing bereavement. We also
pray for those who have died:
May they know the deep peace of Christ



Loving God, we hold in your healing presence and peace those for whom we have
been asked to pray privately and whose prayers have been placed on the altar during
this service:

‘Lord, you know the needs of each one of us, our strengths and our weaknesses, our
hopes and disappointments. We commend to your loving care those for whom we
have been asked to pray. Guard them as the apple of your eye, hide them under the
shadow of your wings, show them your merciful love — in health or in sickness, in life
or in death. We ask this in the name of Jesus.’

God of love Hear our prayers, Amen.

We invite everyone to come forward for healing prayer

After we have returned to our seats we sing:
Hymn (Jacques Berthier 1923-1994)

Ubi caritas et amor
Ubi caritas, Deus ibi est.

(repeat three more times)

(translation: where there is charity and love, there is God)

Say together - Prayer:

The Almighty God, who is a strong tower for all who put their trust in
him, whom all things in heaven and earth and under the earth obey, be
now and evermore our defence. May we believe and trust that the only
name under heaven given for health and salvation is the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ. Amen

Thanksgiving

Say together:

For loving the world and knowing our names, thank you, God

For your strength that fills us and your love that heals us, thank you, God
For your presence here with us now and for your hand

that leads us into tomorrow, thank you, God

Come bless us, hold us, wrestle with us, warm us in your embrace,

for we are your people and you are our justice and joy. Amen



Hymn (Sydney Carter b.1915)
(arr.Andrew Moore)

When | needed a neighbour, were you there, were you there!?
When | needed a neighbour, were you there?

And the creed and the colour and the name won’t matter,
Were you there?

| was hungry and thirsty, were you there, were you there?!
| was hungry and thirsty, were you there!?

| was cold, | was naked, were you there, were you there?
| was cold, | was naked, were you there!?

When | needed a shelter, were you there, were you there!?
When | needed a shelter, were you there?

When | needed a healer, were you there, were you there!?
When | needed a healer, were you there?

Wherever you travel, I'll be there, I'll be there,
Wherever you travel, I'll be there.

And the creed and the colour and the name won’t matter,
I’ll be there.

The Blessing

May the blessing of God surround us(you)
May angels and friends share (y)our journey
May we(you) be wise and strong and creative
May we(you) celebrate life and hope
May God’s image grow within us(you), gently, powerfully, tenderly
May we(you) be cradled in warmth and healing
May we(you) be held in God’s wisdom and love
May the gospel of life sustain us(you) all the days of (y)our journey home.

Let us go into the world in the joy and peace of Christ. Thanks be to God.



Our next service is on

Sunday 9% October 2022

at 5pm
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