The Abbey Church of the Holy Cross
Pershore
Sunday 12th June 2022

Wholeness and Healing Service

The all-important aim in Christian healing is to allow God’s mysterious and silent presence
within us to become more and more not only a reality, but the reality in our lives which gives
meaning shape and purpose to everything we do, everything we are.

Welcome and Introduction
We come in this Service to God
In our need, and bringing with us the needs of the world.
We come to you, for you come to us in Jesus
And you know by experience what human life is like.
We come with our faith and with our doubts;
We come with our hopes and with our fears.
We come as we are, because you invite us to come
And you have promised never to turn us away
Hymn

Reginald Heber (1783-1826)

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God almighty!
early in the morning our song shall rise to thee.
Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty!
God in three persons, blessed Trinity!
Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide thee,
though the eye made blind by sin thy glory may not see,
only thou art holy, there is none beside thee,
perfect in pow’r, in love and purity.
Holy, holy, holy! Lord God almighty!
all thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky and sea.
Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty!
God in three persons, blessed Trinity!
John Bacchus Dykes (1823-1876 )

Prayer of Penitence:
Our Lord Jesus Christ said: ‘Anyone who comes to me I will never turn away.’
In the presence of God, let us confess our sins.
Silence
Lord Jesus, you came to reconcile us to God and to one another,
Lord have mercy
Lord have mercy
Lord Jesus, you heal the wounds of sin and division,
Christ have mercy
Christ have mercy
Lord Jesus, you offer us a new beginning,
Lord have mercy
Lord have mercy
Silence
God is love, through Jesus our sins are forgiven. Let us live in the power of the Spirit.
Amen
Collect
Heavenly Father, you anointed your Son Jesus Christ with the Holy Spirit and with power to
bring to us all the blessings of your Kingdom. Anoint your Church with the same Holy Spirit,
that we who share in his suffering and victory may bear witness to the gospel of salvation;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, world without end. Amen
Sit for:

Readings from Scripture
First Reading - Psalm 8
O LORD, our Sovereign,
how majestic is your name in all the earth!
You have set your glory above the heavens.
Out of the mouths of babes and infants
you have founded a bulwark because of your foes,
to silence the enemy and the avenger.
When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers,
the moon and the stars that you have established;
what are human beings that you are mindful of them,
mortals that you care for them?
Yet you have made them a little lower than God,
and crowned them with glory and honour.

You have given them dominion over the works of your hands;
you have put all things under their feet,
all sheep and oxen,
and also the beasts of the field,
the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea,
whatever passes along the paths of the seas.
O LORD, our Sovereign,
how majestic is your name in all the earth!
For the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

Second Reading – John 3 : 1-17
Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to
Jesus by night and said to him, ‘Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come
from God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of
God.’ Jesus answered him, ‘Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God
without being born from above.’ Nicodemus said to him, ‘How can anyone be born
after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be
born?’ Jesus answered, ‘Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God
without being born of water and Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is
born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished that I said to you, “You must be
born from above.” The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it,
but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone
who is born of the Spirit.’ Nicodemus said to him, ‘How can these things be?’ Jesus
answered him, ‘Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these
things?
‘Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen;
yet you do not receive our testimony. If I have told you about earthly things and you
do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? No one has
ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of
Man. And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of
Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.
‘For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes
in him may not perish but may have eternal life.
‘Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in
order that the world might be saved through him
For the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

Hymn

(Donald Fishel b.1950)

Alleluia, alleluia, give thanks to the risen Lord,
Alleluia, alleluia, give praise to his name.
Jesus is Lord of all the earth,
He is the King of creation.
Spread the good news o’er all the earth,
Jesus has died and is risen.
We have been crucified with Christ,
now we shall live forever.
God has proclaimed a just reward:
‘Life for us all, alleluia!’
Come, let us praise the living God,
joyfully sing to our Saviour.
(arr. Andrew Moore)

Reflection/Meditation
Litany of Healing
To strengthen our faith and hope we now share any experiences when earlier prayers have
been answered or offer our own prayers of thanksgiving in silence.....
Loving God, we give you thanks for health restored and prayers answered
Praise to you, O Christ.
And now we turn to God in prayer for all those ongoing situations – beginning today with the
prayer by the Dean of Worcester for the people of Ukraine:
‘Lord of all the earth be present with the people of Ukraine at this time of danger,
fear and conflict. Grant that wise and peaceable counsels may yet prevail and give to
them and all nations who are suffering the freedom they desire and deserve. Amen’
God of compassion and love, we offer you all our suffering and pain. Give us strength
to bear our weakness; healing even when there is no cure; peace in the midst of
turmoil and love to fill the spaces in our lives.

Loving God, we hold in your healing presence those who suffer pain and ill-health,
with their families, friends and those who care for them:
May they know the deep peace of Christ
Loving God, we hold in your healing presence those who suffer in mind and spirit and
all those who care for them:
May they know the deep peace of Christ
Loving God, we hold in your presence the suffering people of the world and the
places where people are experiencing division, injustice and violence:
May they know the deep peace of Christ
Loving God, we hold in your healing presence those struggling to overcome abuse or
addiction, those supporting and working with them, and all whose suffering has
distanced them from those they love:
May they know the deep peace of Christ
Loving God, we hold in your healing presence those facing bereavement. We also
pray for those who have died:
May they know the deep peace of Christ
Loving God, we hold in your healing presence and peace those for whom we have
been asked to pray privately and whose prayers have been placed on the altar during
this service:
Lord, you know the needs of each one of us, our strengths and our weaknesses, our
hopes and disappointments. We commend to your loving care those for whom we
have been asked to pray. Guard them as the apple of your eye, hide them under the
shadow of your wings, show them your merciful love – in health or in sickness, in life
or in death. We ask this in the name of Jesus.
God of love

Hear our prayers, Amen.

We invite everyone to come forward for healing prayer
After we have returned to our seats we sing:

Hymn

(Jacques Berthier 1923-1994)

You are the centre, you are my life,
You are the centre, O Lord of my life.
Come, Lord, and heal me, Lord of my life,
Come, Lord, and teach me, Lord of my life.
You are the centre, Lord of my life.
Repeat three more times

Prayer:
The Almighty God, who is a strong tower for all who put their trust in
him, whom all things in heaven and earth and under the earth obey, be
now and evermore our defence. May we believe and trust that the only
name under heaven given for health and salvation is the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ. Amen

Thanksgiving
For loving the world and knowing our names, thank you, God
For your strength that fills us and your love that heals us, thank you, God
For your presence here with us now and for your hand
that leads us into tomorrow, thank you, God
Come bless us, hold us, wrestle with us, warm us in your embrace,
for we are your people and you are our justice and joy. Amen
Hymn

(William Chatterton Dix 1837-1898)

Alleluia, sing to Jesus, his the sceptre, his the throne;
Alleluia, his the triumph, his the victory alone:
hark the songs of peaceful Sion thunder like a mighty flood:
Jesus, out of every nation, hath redeemed us by his blood.
Alleluia, not as orphans are we left in sorrow now;
Alleluia, he is near us, faith believes, nor questions how;
though the cloud from sight received him when the forty days were o’er,
shall our hearts forget his promise, ‘I am with you evermore’?
Alleluia, bread of angels, here on earth our food, our stay;
Alleluia, here the sinful come to you from day to day.
Intercessor, friend of sinners, earth’s redeemer plead for me,
where the songs of all the sinless sweep across the crystal sea.
Alleluia, King eternal, he the Lord of lands we own;
Alleluia, born of Mary, earth his footstool, heav’n his throne;
He within the veil has entered, robed in flesh, our great High Priest;
He on earth both priest and victim in the Eucharistic feast.
(Rowland Huw Pritchard 1811-1887
Arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams 1872 – 1958)

The Blessing
May the blessing of God surround us
May angels and friends share our journey
May we be wise and strong and creative
May we celebrate life and hope
May God’s image grow within us, gently, powerfully, tenderly
May we be cradled in warmth and healing
May we be held in God’s wisdom and love
May the gospel of life sustain us all the days of our journey home.
Let us go into the world in the joy and peace of Christ.

Thanks be to God.

Our next service is on
Sunday 10th July 2022 at 5pm
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Pershore Abbey Copyright Licence No. 46441

Parish Coffee Morning
Saturday June 18 1030 - 1200

You are all invited to drop in to the St Andrew’s Centre between 1030 and 1200 noon
for coffee, cakes and a chat.
It would be lovely to see new, and not-so-new, faces getting together in a social setting
– at last!
All are welcome so please do come along.

Coffee, Cakes
& Chat!

1030 - 1200 Noon
Saturday 18 June
St Andrew’s Centre

