The Abbey Church of the Holy Cross
Pershore

Sunday 10" April 2022

Wholeness and Healing Service

The all-important aim in Christian healing is to allow God’s mysterious and
silent presence within us to become more and more not only a reality, but the
reality in our lives which gives meaning shape and purpose to everything we

do, everything we are.

Welcome and Introduction

We come in this Service to God
In our need, and bringing with us the needs of the world.

We come to you, for you come to us in Jesus
And you know by experience what human life is like.

We come with our faith and with our doubts;
We come with our hopes and with our fears.

We come as we are, because you invite us to come
And you have promised never to turn us away

Hymn John Ireland
1.My song is love unknown, 3.Sometimes they strew his way,
my Saviour’'s love to me, and his sweet praises sing;
love to the loveless shown, resounding all the day,
that they might lovely be. hosannas to their King;
O who am |, that for my sake, then ‘Crucify!’ is all their breath,

my Lord should take frail flesh and die. and for his death they thirst and
cry.

2.He came from his blest throne, 4. Here might | stay and sing,
salvation to bestow: no story so divine;

but sin made blind, and none never was love, dear King,
the longed-for Christ would know. never was grief like thine.

But O, my friend, my friend indeed, This is my friend in whose sweet praise
who at my need his life did spend! | all my days could gladly spend.



(Samuel Crossman (c1624-1684)

Prayer of Penitence:

Our Lord Jesus Christ said: ‘Anyone who comes to me | will never turn away.’
In the presence of God, let us confess our sins.

Silence

Lord Jesus, you came to reconcile us to God and to one another,
Lord have mercy Lord have mercy

Lord Jesus, you heal the wounds of sin and division,

Christ have mercy  Christ have mercy

Lord Jesus, you offer us a new beginning,

Lord have mercy Lord have mercy

Silence

God is love, through Jesus our sins are forgiven. Let us live in the power of the
Spirit. Amen

Collect

Heavenly Father, you anointed your Son Jesus Christ with the Holy Spirit and with
power to bring to us all the blessings of your Kingdom. Anoint your Church with the
same Holy Spirit, that we who share in his suffering and victory may bear witness to
the gospel of salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who is alive and reigns with
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, world withoutend. © Amen

Sit for:

Readings from Scripture

First Reading from Psalm 35 :1-9

Contend, O LorD, with those who contend with me;
fight against those who fight against me!

Take hold of shield and buckler, and rise up to help me!

Draw the spear and javelin against my pursuers;

say to my soul, ‘l am your salvation.’

Let them be put to shame and dishonour
who seek after my life.

Let them be turned back and confounded
who devise evil against me.

Let them be like chaff before the wind,
with the angel of the LoORD driving them on.

Let their way be dark and slippery,



with the angel of the LorD pursuing them.

For without cause they hid their net for me;
without cause they dug a pit for my life.

Let ruin come on them unawares.

And let the net that they hid ensnare them;
let them fall in it—to their ruin.

Then my soul shall rejoice in the LORD,
exulting in his deliverance.

For the word of the Lord Thanks be to God
Second Reading from Luke 20 : 9-19

He began to tell the people this parable: ‘A man planted a vineyard, and
leased it to tenants, and went to another country for a long time. When the
season came, he sent a slave to the tenants in order that they might give
him his share of the produce of the vineyard; but the tenants beat him and
sent him away empty-handed. Next he sent another slave; that one also
they beat and insulted and sent away empty-handed. And he sent yet a
third; this one also they wounded and threw out. Then the owner of the
vineyard said, "What shall I do? I will send my beloved son; perhaps they
will respect him.” But when the tenants saw him, they discussed it among
themselves and said, "This is the heir; let us kill him so that the inheritance
may be ours.” So they threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. What
then will the owner of the vineyard do to them? He will come and destroy
those tenants and give the vineyard to others.” When they heard this, they
said, ‘Heaven forbid!” But he looked at them and said, ‘What then does this
text mean:
“The stone that the builders rejected

has become the cornerstone”?
Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush
anyone on whom it falls.” When the scribes and chief priests realized that he
had told this parable against them, they wanted to lay hands on him at that
very hour, but they feared the people.

For the word of the Lord Thanks be to God

Hym n (unknown — arr .Adrian Vernon Fish)



Be still and know that | am God.
Be still and know that | am God.
Be still and know that | am God.

| am the Lord that healeth thee.
| am the Lord that healeth thee.
| am the Lord that healeth thee.
In thee, O Lord, | put my trust.
In thee, O Lord, | put my trust.
In thee, O Lord, | put my trust.

(Unknown, based on Psalm 46))

Reflection/Meditation

Litany of Healing

To strengthen our faith and hope we now share any experiences when earlier
prayers have been answered or offer our own prayers of thanksgiving in
silence.....

Loving God, we give you thanks for health restored and prayers answered
Praise to you, O Christ.

And now we turn to God in prayer for all those ongoing situations — beginning
today with the prayer by Archbishops Justin Welby and Stephen Cottrell for the
people of Ukraine:

‘God of peace and justice, we pray for the people of Ukraine today. We pray
for peace and the laying down of weapons. We pray for all those who fear
tomorrow, that your Spirit of comfort would draw near to them. We pray for
those with power over war or peace, for wisdom, discernment and compassion
to guide their decisions. Above all we pray for all your precious children at risk
and in fear, that you would hold and protect them. We pray in the name of
Jesus the Prince of Peace. Amen’

God of compassion and love, we offer you all our suffering and pain. Give us
strength to bear our weakness; healing even when there is no cure; peace in
the midst of turmoil and love to fill the spaces in our lives.

Loving God, we hold in your healing presence those who suffer pain and ill-
health, with their families, friends and those who care for them:
May they know the deep peace of Christ

Loving God, we hold in your healing presence those who suffer in mind and
spirit and all those who care for them:



May they know the deep peace of Christ

Loving God, we hold in your presence the suffering people of the world and
the places where people are experiencing division, injustice and violence:
May they know the deep peace of Christ

Loving God, we hold in your healing presence those struggling to overcome
abuse or addiction, those supporting and working with them, and all whose
suffering has distanced them from those they love:

May they know the deep peace of Christ

Loving God, we hold in your healing presence those facing bereavement. We
also pray for those who have died:
May they know the deep peace of Christ

Loving God, we hold in your healing presence and peace those for whom we
have been asked to pray privately and whose prayers have been placed on
the altar:

‘Lord, you know the needs of each one of us, our strengths and our
weaknesses, our hopes and disappointments. We commend to your loving
care those for whom we have been asked to pray. Guard them as the apple of
your eye, hide them under the shadow of your wings, show them your merciful
love — in health or in sickness, in life or in death. We ask this in the name of
Jesus.’

God of love Hear our prayers, Amen.

We invite everyone to come forward for healing prayer

After we have returned to our seats we sing:

Hymn (Jacques Berthier 1923-1994)

Jesus, remember me, when you come into your kingdom.
Jesus, remember me, when you come into your kingdom.

Repeat three more times

Prayer:

The Almighty God, who is a strong tower for all who put their trust in
him, whom all things in heaven and earth and under the earth obey, be
now and evermore our defence. May we believe and trust that the only
name under heaven given for health and salvation is the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ. Amen



Thanksgiving

For loving the world and knowing our names, thank you, God

For your strength that fills us and your love that heals us, thank you,
God

For your presence here with us now and for your hand

that leads us into tomorrow, thank you, God

Come bless us, hold us, wrestle with us, warm us in your embrace,

for we are your people and you are our justice and joy. Amen

Hymn (John Barnard b.1948)

Christ triumphant, ever reigning,
Saviour, Master, King.
Lord of heaven, our lives sustaining
Hear us as we sing:
Yours the glory and the crown,
The high renown, the eternal name.

Word incarnate, truth revealing,
Son of Man on earth!
Power and majesty concealing
By your humble birth.
Yours the glory, and the crown,
The high renown, the eternal name.

Priestly King, enthroned forever
High in heaven above!
Sin and death and hell shall never
Stifle hymns of love.
Yours the glory and the crown,
The high renown, the eternal name.

So, our hearts and voices raising
Through the ages long,
Ceaselessly upon you gazing,
This shall be our song.
Yours the glory and the crown,
The high renown, the eternal name.

(Michael Saward b.1932)



The Blessing

May the blessing of God surround us
May angels and friends share our journey
May we be wise and strong and creative
May we celebrate life and hope

May God’s image grow within us, gently, powerfully, tenderly

May we be cradled in warmth and healing

May we be held in God’s wisdom and love
May the gospel of life sustain us all the days of our journey home.

Let us go into the world in the joy and peace of Christ. Thanks be to God.

Our next service is on Sunday 8" May 2022 at 5pm
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