Welcome to Café Church Pershore
A Service for Lent
It’s great to have you with us. Grab a coffee/tea/ juice and help yourself to
some refreshments.
Feel free to let the kids play with the toys and do colouring. Don’t worry about
noise. God loves to hear the joy of his people, especially his young ones.
Our time is for around 45 minutes, and we hope you have a fab time.
Here is the order of service. You are invited to join in with the bits in bold.
You are welcome to sing but we would just ask that you pop your face covering
on to sing.
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Order of Service
Gathering
The Lord our redeemer be with you
All: and also with you.

Opening Prayer
God of our days and years,
we set this time apart for you.
Form us in the likeness of Christ
so that our lives may glorify you.
All: Amen.
Come let us return to the Lord and say:
Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

We say sorry to God for the stuff we get wrong
Praise the Lord! God shows his love for us
in that, while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
Let us then show our love for him by confessing our sins in penitence and faith. Wash
away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin.
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
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Against you, you only have I sinned
and done what is evil in your sight.
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.
Create in me a pure heart, O God,
and renew a steadfast spirit within me.
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

The leader shares the assurance of God’s forgiveness.
May almighty God,
who sent his Son into the world to save sinners,
bring us his pardon and peace, now and for ever.
All: Amen.

Song – You laid aside your majesty.
You laid aside Your majesty
Gave up everything for me,
Suffered at the hands of those You had created.
You took all my guilt and shame,
When You died and rose again;
Now today You reign,
In heaven and earth exalted.
I really want to worship You, my Lord,
You have won my heart
And I am Yours for ever and ever;
I will love You.
You are the only one who died for me,
Gave Your life to set me free,
So I lift my voice to You in adoration.

Noel Richards © 1985 Thankyou Music.
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Let’s listen now to God’s Word – Luke 4 1-13
Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the
wilderness, where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing at all
during those days, and when they were over, he was famished. The devil said to him,
‘If you are the Son of God, command this stone to become a loaf of bread.’ Jesus
answered him, ‘It is written, “One does not live by bread alone.”’ Then the devil led
him up and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the world. And the devil said
to him, ‘To you I will give their glory and all this authority; for it has been given over to
me, and I give it to anyone I please. If you, then, will worship me, it will all be yours.’
Jesus answered him, ‘It is written, “Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.”’
Then the devil took him to Jerusalem, and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple,
saying to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here, for it is
written, “He will command his angels concerning you, to protect you”, and “On their
hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.”’ Jesus
answered him, ‘It is said, “Do not put the Lord your God to the test.”’ When the devil
had finished every test, he departed from him until an opportune time.
This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.

Now sit back and listen to today’s short talk.

Song – Jesus be the Centre- by Michael Fryce.
Jesus, be the centre
Be my source, be my light
Jesus
Jesus, be the centre
Be my hope, be my song
Jesus
Be the fire in my heart
Be the wind in these sails
Be the reason that I live
Jesus, Jesus
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Jesus, be my vision
Be my path, be my guide
Jesus
© Copyright 1999 Vineyard Songs (UK/EIRE)(PRS)(admin. in North America by Music Services, Inc.).

We have a short time of prayer together
At the end the leader will ask us to join in with the words of the Lord’s Prayer.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.

The Collect- The Church’s special prayer of the day.
Almighty God,
by the prayer and discipline of Lent
may we enter into the mystery of Christ’s sufferings,
and by following in his Way
come to share in his glory;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
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Affirmation of Faith
Let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God.
Though he was divine,
he did not cling to equality with God,
but made himself nothing.
Taking the form of a slave,
he was born in human likeness.
He humbled himself
and was obedient to death,
even the death of the cross.
Therefore God has raised him on high,
and given him the name above every name:
that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bow,
and every voice proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

Final Prayer
God of compassion,
through your Son Jesus Christ
you have reconciled your people to yourself.
As we follow his example of prayer and fasting,
may we obey you with willing hearts
and serve one another in holy love;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All Amen.

Song – Lord of the Dance
I danced in the morning when the world was begun,
And I danced in the moon and the stars and the sun,
And I came down from heaven and I danced on the earth:
At Bethlehem I had my birth.
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Chorus - Dance, then, wherever you may be,
I am the Lord of the dance, said he,
And I'll lead you all, wherever you may be,
And I'll lead you all in the dance, said he.
I danced for the scribe and the Pharisee,
But they would not dance and they wouldn't follow me;
I danced for the fishermen, for James and John;
They came with me and the dance went on:
Chorus
I danced on the Sabbath and I cured the lame:
The holy people said it was a shame.
They whipped and they stripped and they hung me on high,
And they left me there on a cross to die:
Chorus
I danced on a Friday when the sky turned black;
It's hard to dance with the devil on your back.
They buried my body and they thought I'd gone;
But I am the dance, and I still go on:
Chorus
They cut me down and I leapt up high;
I am the life that'll never, never die.
I'll live in you if you'll live in me:
I am the Lord of the dance, said he.
Chorus
Sydney Carter © 1963, 2001 Stainer & Bell, 23 Gruneisen Road, London N3 1DZ, England www.stainer.co.uk

Let us bless the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.
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Material taken from New Patterns for Worship ©The Archbishop’s Council, 2002.
Pershore Abbey CCLI No. 46441

Café Church next date
10th April 2022
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