All nations of the world
Be joyful in the Lord:
With willing hands your Master serve with one accord:
In ceaseless praise
With heart and voice in him rejoice through all your days.
Be sure the Lord is God,
Creation’s Source and Spring:
In him alone we live, to him our lives we bring.
From days of old
He feeds his flock and guides the wanderers to his fold.
In gladness go your way:
Approach his courts with song
In thankfulness to him whom all things belong.
His name adore:
His gracious mercy, truth and love for evermore.
[Edwin Le Grice, 1911-1992]

O God, you know us to be set in the midst of so many and great dangers, that by
reason of the frailty of our nature we cannot always stand upright: grant to us such
strength and protection as may support us in all dangers and carry us through all
temptations; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,one God, now and for ever.
.

Thus says the Lord: Shout out, do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet!
Announce to my people their rebellion, to the house of Jacob their sins. Yet day after
day they seek me and delight to know my ways, as if they were a nation that practised

righteousness and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; they ask of me
righteous judgements, they delight to draw near to God. ‘Why do we fast, but you do
not see? Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?’ Look, you serve your own
interest on your fast-day, and oppress all your workers. Look, you fast only to quarrel
and to fight and to strike with a wicked fist. Such fasting as you do today will not make
your voice heard on high. Is such the fast that I choose, a day to humble oneself? Is it
to bow down the head like a bulrush, and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? Will you call
this a fast, a day acceptable to the Lord? Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the
bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and
to break every yoke? Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, and bring the
homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, to cover them, and not to
hide yourself from your own kin ? Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and
your healing shall spring up quickly; your vindicator shall go before you, the glory of
the Lord shall be your rearguard. Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer; you
shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am.
For the word of the Lord.

When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the mystery of
God to you in lofty words or wisdom. For I decided to know nothing among you
except Jesus Christ, and him crucified. And I came to you in weakness and in fear and
in much trembling. My speech and my proclamation were not with plausible words
of wisdom, but with a demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that your faith
might rest not on human wisdom but on the power of God. Yet among the mature
we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age,
who are doomed to perish. But we speak God’s wisdom, secret and hidden, which
God decreed before the ages for our glory. None of the rulers of this age understood
this; for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. But, as it is written,
‘What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the human heart conceived, what God has
prepared for those who love him’ – these things God has revealed to us through the
Spirit; for the Spirit searches everything, even the depths of God. For what human
being knows what is truly human except the human spirit that is within? So also no
one comprehends what is truly God’s except the Spirit of God. Now we have received
not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may understand
the gifts bestowed on us by God.
For the word of the Lord.

1. My God, how wonderful thou art,
thy majesty how bright,
how beautiful thy mercy-seat,
in depths of burning light!

3. No earthly father loves like thee,
no mother, e’er so mild,
bears and forbears as thou hast done
with me, thy sinful child.

2. How wonderful, how beautiful,
the sight of thee must be,
thine endless wisdom, boundless power,
and aweful purity!

4. Father of Jesus, love’s reward,
what rapture will it be,
prostrate before thy throne to lie,
and gaze and gaze on thee!
[Frederick William Faber, 1814-1863]

Alleluia, alleluia. I am the light of the world, says the Lord. Whoever follows me will
never walk in darkness but will have the light of life.
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Jesus went up the mountain and was joined by his disciples. Then he began to teach
them: ‘You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness
be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled under
foot. You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hidden. No one
after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it
gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so
that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. Do not
think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not to abolish
but to fulfil. For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not
one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished. Therefore,
whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches others to do
the same, will be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and
teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you, unless your
righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the
kingdom of heaven.’
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
1. Brother, sister, let me serve you,
Let me be as Christ to you;
Pray that I may have the grace to
Let you be my servant too.

3. I will hold the Christ-light for you
In the night-time of your fear;
I will hold my hand out to you,
Speak the peace you long to hear.

2. We are pilgrims on a journey
And companions on the road;
We are here to help each other
Walk the mile and bear the load.

4. I will weep when you are weeping;
When you laugh I’ll laugh with you;
I will share your joy and sorrow
Till we’ve seen this journey through.

5. When we sing to God in heaven
We shall find such harmony,
Born of all we’ve known together
Of Christ’s love and agony.

6. Brother, sister, let me serve you,
Let me be as Christ to you;
Pray that I may have the grace to
Let you be my servant too.
[Richard Gillard,

1953]

A Prayer of St Richard of Chichester - L J White
1. Christ bids us break the bread
And share the cup he gave,
In token of the blood he shed
For those he died to save.

2. Our hearts his word obey,
In thankfulness and love:
We feed on Christ by faith today
And feast with him above.

3. O Christ, once lifted up
That we might be forgiven
We take the bread and drink the cup
And share the life of heaven.
[Timothy Dudley-Smith,

1926]

Go before us, Lord, in all we do with your most gracious favour, and guide us with
your continual help, that in all our works begun, continued and ended in you, we may
glorify your holy name, and finally by your mercy receive everlasting life; through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
1. Christ is the world’s true light,
its Captain of salvation,
the daystar clear and bright
of every land and nation;
new life, new hope awakes,
where peoples own his sway;
freedom her bondage breaks,
and night is turned to day.

2. In Christ all races meet,
their ancient feuds forgetting,
the whole round world complete,
from sunrise to its setting:
when Christ is throned as Lord,
lands shall forsake their fear,
to ploughshare bear the sword,
to pruning-hook the spear.

3. One Lord, in one great Name
unite us all who own thee;
cast out our pride and shame
that hinder to enthrone thee;
the world has waited long,
has travailed long in pain;
to heal its ancient wrong,
come, Prince of Peace, and reign!
[George Wallace Briggs, 1875-1959]
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Worcester Diocese is linked with several overseas dioceses, one
of which is Magdeburg in Eastern Germany. For over twenty years there have been links
between parishes in our diocese and churches of the Evangelical Church in Central
Germany (of which the area Stendal-Magdeburg is a part). Many of you may remember
that Pershore used to have a link with Halberstadt Dom but for all sorts of reasons this
lapsed and it has not be possible to start that link again. The good news is that we are now
in the process of linking with another parish, St Catherine’s, Salzwedel, which is about
three hours west of Berlin. Their Pastor, Matthias Friske, and the congregation there are

very excited about this new link as I hope we will all be. In May a small group will be
going from the Benefice to visit Salzwedel so we can get to know each other and build
up our friendship link. It is then hoped that a group from Salzwedel will come and visit
us in the first week of October. It would help with the planning of the return trip if you
could let me know whether you might like to offer to be a host for our German friends.
Thank you.

is open for visitors Monday - Friday between 1100 & 1300.
Outside these hours you can telephone 01386-552071 or email
office@peshoreabbey.org.uk
The next Parish Coffee Morning will be at St Andrew’s Centre
next Saturday, 11 February between 1000-1200 Everyone welcome.
at 1930 at the Abbey with
. Tickets £10.00 to include a drink. Raffle and fundraising
for Pershore Abbey & St Andrew’s Centre. Tickets available from Blue and Myfi Weaving
01386-556132
In preparation for our Ash Wednesday services on 1st March (0830
Abbey, 1100 Wick, 1930 Abbey) would you please return the palm crosses that you
received at last year’s palm Sunday services. These will be used to make the ash that is
used during the Ash Wednesday service. Please leave your crosses at the back of the
Abbey in the marked box or at the Office by 26th February. Thank you.
Please save the date! 26th February will be Stewardship
Sunday when there will an opportunity to think about how we can all respond to God’s
love in terms of the gifts we offer the church here. At 1500 there will be a special
Stewardship Tea at St Andrew’s. More details to follow.
Flyers and posters are now available in the Abbey giving details of all the
events planned for Lent 2017. Please pick one up and have a look.
A big thank you to all of those who helped with
the Focus Day event on Sat 21st January, either with serving or donating cakes. Thank
you too to all of those who volunteered to collect prayers in the run up to the Week of
Prayer.
Gerrard
At 8, Ashdale Avenue (by kind permission of Roger & Margaret
Piper), continues on Wednesdays 8th & 15th February at 0945 for about an hour,
followed by coffee. Enquiries to Philip Hughes.
Many thanks for your prayers, messages and cards whilst I was unwell, it
was lovely to hear from you, very cheering and encouraging and much appreciated.
Friday 10th February. Enquiries 552471.
(Annual Parochial Church Meeting). Please note that the
APCM for 2017 will be held in St Andrew’s Centre on Thursday 6th April, at 1900. Please
email reports if possible to office@pershoreabbey.org.uk or give a hard copy, to the
office as soon as possible. Thank you.

An evening event to highlight
Christian Aid’s work with partners amongst refugees and displaced people in Eastern
Europe, starting with drinks and nibbles at 1900 followed by a talk at 1930. Do come if
you can to learn more about this vital work. Lifts can be arranged for those who need
them, please just ask. We hope to see you there.
supporting the work of the
Farmers Overseas Action Group in Uganda. Tickets £10 to include drinks, 1845 for 1900
start. Teams in groups of 4 or join up on the night. For tickets please sign the board in
the Abbey or contact Bill and Julie Newman on 01386 640497.
will be held at the Town Hall on Monday 27th February at
1030. All welcome, particularly anyone interested in the flowers in the Abbey.
Enquiries to Jan Parsons 01386-553233.
Birlingham will play host
to this Charity Quiz night supporting the unit for Blind Children Mtandi Primary
School,Tanzania. The evening starts at 1900 for 1930 with teams of 4-6. Tickets cost
£6pp, to include a chilli supper with bar and raffle, and are available from Steve Arbery
01386 750877 or Stephen John 01386 552729.
are for anyone interested in finding out more about
Reader ministry, whatever stage of thinking they may be at. It’s an opportunity to meet
Readers who serve in varied contexts, to ask questions about ministry, selection and
training, and to think more about how we discern our calling. The next event will be
Saturday 11 March at St Mary’s Church, Church Street, Kempsey WR5 3JQ, 1000 to 1230
Please book with training@cofe-worcester.org.uk 01905 732812
Christian Healing: from Theory to Practice
18th March 2017, 1330 - 1700, St Peter's Baptist Church, Worcester. Revd Christine
Holzapfel will speak about her recent sabbatical and Revd Dr Tom Atfield will briefly
share his experiences in setting up a healing group in his parish, followed by Qs and As
and discussion. The afternoon will conclude with a short healing service. Cost £5.00 to
include tea and cake - to book please contact peterandsue@gmail.com or 01386
861791.
Once again it is necessary to appeal for volunteers to welcome
visitors to the Abbey and to watch over the bookstall at the same time. The situation
is bad at present with several existing volunteers being unable through ill health to
cover their shifts and the Abbey is being left un-manned for hours at a time. The
wonderful double-page spread that Pershore was given in a recent Saturday Telegraph
has already attracted visitors and this will undoubtedly increase as the weather
improves in the Spring. PLEASE consider volunteering for this important role and if you
are already a volunteer please make every effort to cover your shift or find someone to
cover it for you.

0800 Eucharist
1030 Sung Eucharist
1430 Service of Holy Baptism
1700 Choral Evensong
1900 Plainchant Group
0950
1030
1045
1400
1500
1830
1930

Musical Explorers
Bells
Musical Explorers
Pershore U3A Local History
Funeral of Brian Gale RIP
Weight Watchers
Bells

1100 CTIP Food Bank
1100 Pershore Chorale Meeting

0915
0930
1100
1400
1900

Weight Watchers’ Meeting
Vicar & Wardens Meeting
Eucharist
Funeral of Malcolm Westerman RIP
Guitar Class

0930
1100
1300
1445
1600
1800

Parent & Toddler Group
Eucharist
CTIP Food Bank
Bells
Bells
Choir Practice - tbc

1000 Parish Coffee Morning
1530 Bells

1900 Plainchant Group

1830 Civic Society Meeting
-

0800
1030
1700

* = Event start time, not booking time.

Eucharist
Sung Eucharist
Service of Wholeness & Healing

